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mM: ANY excellent Treatijes have 
been pudlifhed of late in defence 

of Toleration and Liberty; and many 
ttempls made io increaſe that candur 
and modiration, for which the preſent. 
age hath been celebrated. I. is hoped 
that theſe writings have preduced, and 
avill produce, ſome dery good effects. 
But is there not reajon to lament, 
that, amidſt this Zeal for liberty, and 
this progreſs of moderation and cha- 
rity, there is a great-<vant of Leal for 
the Support Sa ad ancient of real, 
practecal religion, and fer the good of 
Jeuls Mary have ſtewa a Leal for, 
cr againſt, ſut/cription to articles of 
faith of human contrivance; and ſomt, 
ox each fide the queſtion, much EuUter> 
neſs! But where ſhall ave find à trut, 
evell-regulated Leal for the indiſputa- 
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iv PREFACE: 
5 Al truths of the geſpel, and that ſobri- 
. 5 N ety, righteouſneſs and godlineſs, ewhich 


all are ſenſible, and actnowledge, that 
ir flrongly inculcates ? Where ſhall we 
hercetve a Zeal to uſe, and lead others 
: 7% uje, the afpointed means of religion; 
ny . i family-prayer and inſtruction, ſecret 
—_— devotion, the religious oer wation of 
the Lord's day, and the pious education 
of youth ? Whiere ſhall wwe find an ha- J 
bitual concern aud reatineſ$, to ett 
ene another daily, and provoke one n= 
nother to laue and good works f* Shal 

ave look for 1 e, where they may 0 
naturally be expected, among the mini/- 
ters of 185 geſpel? Aut are not 100 
mary of them the perſons, who, confe- 


= *- * 
= > I” Th TY * * 
. 


e 


R 
SAI ee, 
s _ 


> 
* 


* 
LI 4 _" 
1 * 
e 


*; 8 
N 


N 
£2 


= 
=" x 
/ 
W 
rr 
1 


A 4; 3 
1 ee eee WY 2 * e 


"0 5 deri their Ace, qua-tfications and 
1 12 To * : « 2 
—_ obligations, are mecſt calpably remiſs 
x | therein? Have they not contracted 
= 
fi 


much of the ſpirit of this world? Do 

uot their air, dreſs, converſation and 
manners, ſavour tes much of the levity 
aud dil, pation of the age? Are none : 
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FREPFACHK * 
of the ſacred cl aracter to te feund at 
the theatre, the card-table and ether fa- 
ſhionable diverfions ; * ſhining in eviry 


public place but the pulpit ;* as if 


they thought it unbecoming to appear in 
common life with any thing cf the Di- 
vine aut them? Do none of theſe make 
the Lord's day à common viſitiug day, or 
permit it ſo to be perverted and fro- 
Faned ty their families? Do not ſome 
content themſelves with ſhort, general, 
cold harangues from the pulfit, in tlie 


rain of a pagan Phhiloſeplier, wwhich, 


however learned, elegant and polite, the 
generality of their hearers can neither 
reliſh nor undertand? Are not cate- 
chizing, the inſtruction of youth, and 
perſonal wiſts to the families under 
their care with a religious vicau, 
Shamefully neglected; while their Zeal 
is empiryed abeut learned trifles, or 
mere amuſements, or in cenjuring theje, 
avho maze it the aim of tlieir miniſtry 
and the bu/iuif5 of their lives, to Wn 
fouls ? What is the conſeguence of this 
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to be expefted. The miniſtry is ſinking 
into contempt : the houſe of GOD much 
forſaken, and even <well-diſpoſed per- 
ons decline attending upon their pablick 
inflruters; not ſo much becauſe their 
Jentiments differ from thoſe of their fa- 
thers, as Lecauſe they diſcern few or no 
marks of that ſeriouſneſs and earneſi- 


nent. Many in the higher ranks among 
us purſue their pleaſures on GOD's holy 
1 day; and, avhea they attend publick 
hip, too much confeder it in the 
light of an amuſement, and reliſh no 


preachers, but ſuch as will entertain 


Gobp 7s not a flace of amuſement, but 
| mn/lruftion ;. that a preacher's buſineſs 
25 net to entertain but edify ; that tlics e 


are other places enough, and too many, 
J * * 4 o 
for publick amuſement, ewithout ſeeking 
it in the ſanctuary. T hus their religion 
becomes quite eaſy 55 gentecl and foſhion- 


remiſneſs ? What indeed, is naturally 


neſs, fer which meſt of them were emi- 


them. They forget, that tlie houje of 
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PREFACE vii 


, | 
able, 4 ofſumes the habit and com- 
plexion of the world, and is jo blended 


evith the follies of the age, that it 


makes a motley appearance, aud becomes 


more ridiculous than pure Cs folly 


itſelf.” They ſeem to think a careleſs, 
trifling, diſipated life —_ con ſſt- 
ent with true fiety 3; and thus fatally 
deceive their own fouls, It is to be 


| feared that the ſanction of the reſpefta- _ 
ble names and examples of ſome chriſe 


tian miniſters, leads them further into 
the vanities and ſnares of the age, than 
even thoſe miniſters would wiſh them 
to go. — Many in the lower ranks ei- 
ther throw-off the appearance of reli- 
gion; or forjake their regular inſtruc- 
rors to follow every ignorant, confident 
exhorter, aulio hath nothing lo recom- 
mend him but the appearance of that 
Zeal and earneftneſs, which they very 


naturally expect to find in a preacher of 


righteouſneſs. T hus they are led into the 
wilds of Ex thufaſm ; contra? an _ 
Zen 
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Zeal for noticus, phraſes and forms; 


their ſpirits grow conceited, turbulent 
and cenſoricus; and very few of them 
ever become ober, humble, diſereet, 
judicious, regular chriſtians. — That 
this is the ſtate of things among us is, 
1 fear, too plain to be denied, and every 


active chriſtian will lament it : white 


| he cannot but with pleaſure and thank- 


fulneſs ob/erve, that there are yet many 
chrijlian miniflers, aulieſe ſpirits and 
addreſs are jerinus, their air and don— 


FS. . ; 
everſction grave and manly, becoming 


perſons of a ſacred character; who la- 
bour in the ad and doftrine, trach- 
ing publickly and from houſe to houſe, 
Thus hey magnify their office and a- 
dorn Chriſtiauity; and thiir effec 
aud ſucceſs are anjwerable to Juch a 
pious and honourable conduct. + 


+ © 1 have carefully obſerved and found, that 
divers great clerks have had little fruit of their 
miniſtry ; but hardly apy truly zealous men of 
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PRE ACE. ix 


7 ould be ſorry, if any ſhuuld take 


Tocenfron frem tlieſe hints, to think me 


1 an enrAemnmy lo an chri tian miniſters or 
| + 


3 | their uſefulneſs. Can it be wrong to 


3 repreſeut and blame theſe irregularities 


and neglects, which are: 00 n aud 
notorious; and quhich the laity, even 
4 ihoje of them who are moſt irregus 
lar and diforaerly themjelves, loadly 
1 condemn? Had I been their enemy, 
Y 1 ſhould have beer ſilent; or ſald 
bat © all is bell, and applaud- 


ed the preſent generation. far their 


rational 


Gov, tho? of leſſer gifts, but have had much 
comfort of labours, in their own and bordering 
pariſhes, And if for this any . mi- 

niſters, whoſe cold labours work not 1 e like 
ſucceſs, ſhould accuſe them of ſome 1: ind (I 

know not what} of policy in bewitching the 
people, they may well reply, Beliold our zea- 
lous aftections are our charms, and Zeal all 
our witchcraft,” 


Sam, Ward's viſit, ferm, at Tpfevich, 


p. 297, 6th edit. 1625, 
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1 PREFACE. 
Bat alas! what are 


and Leal to de good, are almoſt 
loft from among us: and-«while 
thoſe few, in whom theſe diſpojt- 
tions are found, are often cenſur- 
ed, miſrepreſented or neglected? 
The learned and venerable Biſhop 
Bull long ago obſerved, (and 0 


that the freſent race of miniſters 


abould attend to his remark!) that 
« the preacher a0 i, not cloaathed 
6. avith- Tighteouſneſs and Leal, tho 
: otherwiſe richly adorned with all 
the ornaments of human and di- 
vine literature; and theſe gilded 
* over with the rays of a ſera- 
« phick prudence and ſagacity, is 


* yer but a naked, beggarly, deſpi- N 


cable creature; of nc authority, 


0 uſe or ſervice in the church of 


God. 


b | 
rational ſentiments, their refined I 
judgment and taſte, and their po- » 
lite manners. FN 
all theſe, while ſeriouſneſr, gra- 1 
vity, charity io the ſouls of men, 1 


M PREFACE. xi 


Cod. f How Seas and ſeaſonable 


1 inlereſi of religion, the credit of the 
geſpel and its miniſters, and the auel- 


are of our country, at heart, 4 
2 


I Nihil eſt quod alios magis at pietatem 
3 et dei cultum aſſidue inftruat, quam eorum vita 
3 et ey emplum „ qui ſe divino miniſterio dedicarunt. 
| Quapropter fic decet omnino cl-ricos, in ſortem 
domini vocatcs, vitam moreſque ſuos omnes 
com ponere, ut habitu, geſtu, inceſſu, ſermone, 
N al liiſque omnibus rebus, nil niſi grave, modera- 
um, et religione plenum præ fe ferant; levia 
etiam delicta, quæ in ipſis maxima eſſent, effu- 
Neiant, ut eorum actiones cunctis afferant vene- 
2 rationem, &c. Statuit ſancta fynodus, ut que 
alias a ſummis pontificibus et a ſacris conciliis 
'F de clericorum vita, honeſtate, cultu, doctrinaque 
> retinenda, ac ſimul de luxu, commeſſationibus, 
choreis, aleis ac quibuſcunque criminihus, nec 


lubriter ſancita fuerunt, eadem in poſterum, iif- 
dem penis vel majoribus, arbitrio ordinarii im- 
2 ponendis, obſerventur : nes appellatio executio- 
nem hanc, quæ ad morum correctionem pertinet, 
{uſpendat, 


Concil. Triden : Sell, 22, Cap, 1. 


non ſecularibus negotiis fugiendis, copioſe ac ſa- 
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found in ſome, both in pubiſick and 


for the. ſake of the engliſh reader, 


X11 FARE ACS E 
attempt to remove theſe irregu- L 
larities, and bring profeſſing chri/*| 

tians, eſpecially miniſters, to al 1 
wiſer and better way of thinking © 
and acting Fain wauld 1 aß 
ſomething to reuſe the lanpuid ſpi- 7 
rits of the indoltent and luke avarm; 
and to preſerve, inv \igorate and in- 
crea/e that Zeal, which is yet to be 1 


} 
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Private fiations, The feeble at- 4 
Sempts of the weak may rouſe the 1 
ſumbering virtue of the ſirong. 
He who is not capable of working © 
himſelf, may be uſeful by quickening 1 
and encouraging others. I avould, 
in this view, ſay with Horace, 
in the language of my motto, (which 


may be thus tranſlated, ) 


Not that ] dare to active Zeal pretend, 
But only boaſ to be Religion's friend; 

To whet men on to af, and, lite the Hone, 
Give others edge, tho" I myſelf bave none. 
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PREFACE. X11 


With this intent, I put into my 
readers' hands thefe plain diſcourſes, 
and hope for their ſerious attention 
to the motives and arguments urged 
in them. Theſe ought to come with 
peculiar weight upon the hearts of 
' chriſtian miniſters, as the text and 
context more particularly refer to 
= them, There ſeems a peculiar pro- 
= priety in begging the attention of 
* difenting miniſters to them at this 
time; evhen their moſt reaſonable 


deſires and hopes have been again 
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may concur as unanimoufly and 


gien, and the ſalvation of the ſouls 
under their care, as they have done 
in their Leal for religious liberty, 
the rights of conſcience, and the 
authority and honour of its only 
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* 3 ſecure and increaſe their intereſt 


775 ; and credit, and certainly engage the 


A af- 


| a diſappointed. I earneſtly wiſh they 


heartgly in their Zeal for real reli 


; lawpiver aud judge. This would 
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xiv PREFACE. 
aſſiſtance, favour, protection and 
rewards of the Biſhop of ſouls. 
May that God, who hath an im- 
onediate acceſs to the hearts of 
men, accompany this honeſt attempt, 
ewith the influences of his ſpirit; © 
that all who peruſe theſe diſcourſes, 
may be filled with greater fervency | 
of ſpirit in the ſervice of Chriſt! 
And niay divine grace ſmile upon 
every attempt 10 revive his abort, 'F 
in the midſt of the years of de- | 
F clenſion and lukewarmneſs, that 
| all his faithful ſervants may re- 
_ Joice in him, and cur Zion may © 
ii become a praiſe in the whole earth! 
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Sept. 15, 1773. 
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7,5 _ PHILIPPIANS, ii. 21. 
For all ſeek their own, not the 
- | things which are Jeſus Chriſt's. 
F/ 4 c of the greateſt diſſi- 
2 0 M culties and diſcourage- 
4, "= ments attending the of- 
-- = . A fice of chriſtian mini- 
7f ſters is this, that they can ſeldom 
2 zac on the moſt neceſſary duties, 
Ly 3 or reprove great and prevailing irre- 
11 1 gularities, as they are required by , 
their maſter to do, without giving 
offence. If their admonitions are 
5 not ſo plain and forcible, as to be 
perceived and felt by thoſe who need 


D1SCOURSE I. 


them, they think they have no con- E 


: cern in them and the admonitions A 


are given in vain. Bat ISthe guiky . 
perſons perceive and feel their force, 


B | inſtead 
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are often angry at the friendly mo- 


grieving his heart, but diſhonour- 
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run the hazard of diſpleaſing them? 


2 Drscourses on 8. 1. 'F 8. 
inſtead of receiving them with humi- 1 


lity and meekneſs, and ſetting them- * 
ſelves to reform what is amiſs, they 


nitor, and, as St. Paul expreſſeth it, 
he becomes their enemy by tel- 
ling them the truth.“ What then in 
this caſe muſt be done? Muſt a mi- 
niſter ſuffer his hearers to go on in 
a way that is not good ; not only 


ing chriſtianity, injuring and endan- 
gering their own ſouls, and ſetting 
a bad example before others ? Muſt 
he be falſe to Chriſt and his cauſe, 
defeat the end of his office and be- 
come a partaker of other men's 
ſins,” rather than diſpleaſe them, or 


If he acts thus, how will he give up 
his account to his maſter and judge 
at laſt? Indeed he will zoww directly 
fall under the cenſure of the text, 
and muſt be numbered among thoſe, 
. "of: 


@ SHB. 
el $7 
” 7 

1 
1 Fe 
n ** 

, Ra 
. TD +1 
In ! 


- 4 
* ** * 
INN WE IE Wn PE I SIR 4 
9 a Sod he ys 
TAs "* 234; 2 wy by. 780 5 
A IRS, 7 8 


TS. 1. CHrisTIAN ZEAL. 3 
of whom the Apoſtle complains, that 
XZ © they ſeek their oaun, not tlie things 

ewhich are Feſus Chriſt's.) I would 


be moſt careful and ſolicitous to give 
no occaſion for this cenſure to be 
applied to me at any time; leaſt of 
all when I am diſcourſing ps: the 
ſubject. 

It is a mournful complaint which 
the holy, active Apoſtle makes in 
the text: a complaint, which, I fear, 
there is always reaſon to make, eſ- 
pecially at preſent. If your hearts, 
my brethren, are truly ſerious, you 
will, I apprehend, ſee cauſe to re- 
member and lament your faults this 
day, as I do my own. I would endea- 
vour therefore, by divine ſtrength; 
to guard myſelf and you againſt fo. 
miſchievous an error for the future. 
——— St. Paul is here informing his 
Chriſtian friends at Philippi, that he 
intended * to ſend Timothy ſhortly to 
them, that he might know their ſtate 
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4 - Discoursss on 
and be comforted,” v. 19. He adds, 
that the reaſon why he choſe to ſend 
Timothy was, that he had no man 


like- minded, who would naturally 


care for their ſtate ;*? wv. 20. none 
who had ſuch a pure, genuine, fer- 
vent Zeal for the intereſt of Chriſt 
and the welfare of his diſciples. 
« For, faith he in the text, all ſeek 
their own, not the things which are 
Jeſus Chriſt's.“ The word, all, is 
not to be underſtood literally ; but, 
as it is often uſed in ſcripture and 
common language, for the greateſt 


part, the generality. This is plain, 


becauſe juſt after the text, he men- 
tions Epaphroditus, as a perſon of 
eminent piety and Zeal. He found 
no one ſo zealous, active and diſ- 
intereſted, as Timothy was. Moſt 
others, at leaſt in the place where he 
then was, ſought their own things, 
not the things which are Chriſt's ; 
that is, they ſought their own things 
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ads, [ 8. Is CHRISTIAN ZEAL. 4 
end | more than thoſe of Chriſt, By their | 
| | o20n things are meant, their own | 
1 ee ſafety and proſperity; their 
temporal intereſt and reputation; 
the wealth and honour of their fa- 
milies. By the things of Chrift are 
> meant, the credit and facceſs of his 
religion, the glory of Gop and the 
> ſalvation and happineſs of man- 
kind. Theſe Timothy ſought, and 
preferred to his own things, , His 
genuine care for the Philippians 
ſhewed itſelf by his zealous endea- 
vours to promote their ſpiritual. proſ- 
perity. Theſe are the things of 
Chriſt : things, which lay near our, 
Saviour's heart; about which he Was 
moſt ſolicitous; which he ſought in 
all his diſcourſes, actions and ſuffer- 
ings. Theſe are the things, which 
he bath ill moſt at heart; in which 
his own and his father's honour are 
nearly concerned ; on which the wel- 
fare of men depends; which there- 
B 3 fore 
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fore he requires and expects us to 
ſeek. The leading view and aim 


of others were their ſecular intereſt, 
Timothy and the pious zealous few, 


ſought the things of Chriſt more 
than their own. They were willing 
to deny themſelves; to give up their 
own eaſe, honour and worldly pro- 
fit ; yea to ſacrifice life itſelf, for the 
good of the church, and the ſalva- 
tion of ſouls. 


And now let me intreat your very 


ſerious and candid regard to what I 
ſhall addreis to you upon this ſub- 
ject, and to the friendly admonition 
which I ſhall give you. in the name 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And may 
his facred ſpirit, which deſcended 
upon the Apoſtles in a fiery form, 
enflame your love to Chriſt and 
quicken your Zeal for him, by what 
is now to be ſuggeſted! I ſhall, 

I. Sbew, how juſtly the obſerva- 

tion in the text is applicable to 
the 
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F. 1. CunrnsTiIAan Zeal. 7 


the preſent ſtate of religion 
among us, by pointing out 'the 
principal inftances, in which 
perſons ſeek their own things, 
rather than the things of Chriſt. 


II. I ſhall propoſe and urge ſome 
arguments and motives in or- 
der to promote in you and 
myſelf a greater Zeal for the 
things of Chriſt : and then, 


pau i 


r! 33 
n 


III. Add ſome reflections and 
. exhortations naturally ariſing 


from this ſubject. 


I. This diſcourſe will be employ- 


ed in ſhewing how juſtly the obſer- 
ſervation in the text is applicable 
to the preſent ſtate of religion 
among us. | 

And, as men are prone to deceive 
themſelves with a notion, that they 
are not deficient in Zeal, I would 
point out the principal inſtances in 


which they ſeek their own things, 
B 4 rather 
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rather than the things of Chrin 
Thus 1 hope at once to convince|Þ 
you of the juſtice of applying the 
Apoſtle's remark to ourſelves, and = 
lead you to ſec that many more are 
concerned in the admonition, than 
you may at firſt think, or than is 


generally imagined : and thus alſo I 7 
hope to ſhew you, how ſhameful, cri- 


minal and pernicious that ſelfiſh and 


luke-warm diſpoſition is, which is 


deſcribed in the text. By illuſ- 
trating the principal particulars in 
which it appears, without a ſcru- 
pulous attention to minute diſtine- 
tions, [ would take in, as far as I 
can, every caſe of this kind, and 
come home to the conſciences of all 
to whom I am addreſſing. I entreat 
you to examine your own conduct 
and hearts as | proceed, that you 
may ſee how far any of theſe cha- 
racters belong to you, Gop will 
judge impartially another day. May 

| he 


it - 1 
Ince! 
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7 e enable you ſo to judge yourſelves 
Z0w, that you may not be condem- 


and ned of the Lord! 


are own wo rather than the things 


is | ; 
about the proſperity of their families, 
chan of the Church of Chriſt. 


ſo I 


ori- 


Men ſeek their 


I. When they are more concerned 


When they ſeek their own profit 


more than that of the church. It is 
every man's duty to be diligent in that 
calling or occupation, in which pro- 
vidence hath fixed him; to attend to 
his own proper buſineſs in life, and 
make a competent proviſion for his 
family. But this is not to be the great 
end of life; not the ultimate nor 
principal object of your deſire and 


purſuit. It 1s carrying matters to a 
very criminal extreme, to be ambiti- 


ous to leave your children very rich, 


and enable them to exceed all their. 
neighbours in elegance and gran- 
deur. They ſeek their own things, 

B 5 who 
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who imagine that getting w—_— 
and enriching their families is the 
main chance, All their hooghn i 9 
center in this. Their heads | | 
hearts and tongues are full of it. 
They riſe early and fit up late and 
eat the bread of carefulneſs; are 
inceſſantly contriving and toiling, 1 
and allow themſelves little or no 
time for reading and devotion, anỹg 
ſcarce any to eat or fleep or enjoy 
the good of their labours. Their 
thoughts and cares are all devoted 
to themſelves and families. The 
ſucceſs of their trade and ſchemes 
is the principal object of their joy; 
and nothing gives them ſo much 
delight, as to ſee the glory of their 
houſes increaſed. But obſerve how 
[ theſe zealous, indefatigable men be- 
have with regard to the things of 
Chriſt, Where appears their public 
fpirit, their benevolent concern for 

the "ng of others? When do they 
appear 
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5. 1. Cunrsrian Z EAI. 11 
Z appear to enter heartily into the 


WM concerns of the church ? They 


the 


— 


an 
F it. 
and 

are 


ng, 


x of 
gh i = ſometimes hear of the proſperity 


Feruſalem, but do not rejoice in it. 
They often hear of the afflictions of 


1 Joſeph, but are not grieved for them. 
F It is nothing to them, whether reli- 
Et gion flouriſhes or withers ; whether 
5 F the churches revive or decline, They 


10 never ſeriouſly conſider and enquire, 


whether public worſhip be attended 
or neglected; whether piety, juſtice 
and charity prevail or leſſen ; whe- 
ther the wants of the poor are ſup- 
plied or overlooked ; whether mini- 
ſters are encouraged or diſcouraged, 
'Theſe are affairs to which they are 
quite indifferent. If all goeth on 
well and imooth at home, they have 
not one ſerious thought about the 
progreſs of religion and the glory 
of Chriſt, Where is the Chriſtian 
ſociety, in which ſome, in which 
many, of this character are not to 
"OW be 
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_ prophet Haggai giveth of the tem. 1 


in many reſpects, lieth waſte.” + 


| ſeek their own profit, eaſe and re- 
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be found? One may juſtly pp, 
to them the deſcription, which the 


per of the Fexws in his time; every | 5 
man runs to his own houſe,” is for: 
building, adorning and repleniſhing 
that; while the houſe of the Lord, 


They ſeek their own, more than NF 
the things of Jeſus Chriſt, A 
2. Who are unwilling to give 


a juſt proportion of their money, 


time and labour, to promote the 
intereſt of Chriſt. 


The former head relates to their 
habitual temper; this, to particular 
inſtances, in which it appears. Can 
any thing be plainer in general, 
than that multitudes, who profeſs 
themſelves the diſciples of Chriſt, 


putation, more than the honour of 


their 
F Hag. i. 9. 


8. 1. Js. 1, CurisSTIAN ZEAL. 13 
pply 2 Y their maſter and the ſupport of his 
religion? Their maxim is, to ſave 
all that they get; or to lay it out 
. in adorning themſelves, their chil- 
| "W dren and houſes; in making elegant 
and luxurious .entertainments, or 
in enjoying faſhionable amuſements - 
and pleaſures. But they grudge any 
expences which may be neceſſary 
for the church to which they be- 
long, or any other which may deſire 
and need their aſſiſtance. How of- 
ten do they complain, that they 
are burdened with expences; that 
collections occur too often; and it 
zir is fitter that applications ſhould be 
ar made to thoſe, who are richer than 
an they! They ſtart objections to 
l, every public- ſpirited deſign and 
ſs 7 propoſal. They make a variety of 
t, 2} excuſes for not concurring with it, 
>= which thoſe, to whom they make 
f *Z them, know to be quite groundleſs : 
ir and if they cannot, for ſhame, re- 
| fuſe 
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fuſe ſome contribution, it is given 


of pain and reluctance. — When 
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grudgingly, and with all the marks 


buſineſs is to be ztranſated, and 
ſchemes to be formed or executed, 
for the good of the church, the 
ſupport of religion, or the relief 
of the poor, they plead, * that they 
cannot ſpare time to give their at- 
tendance ; their buſineſs 1s too large 
and important, to admit their con- 
currence ; and, as there are enough 
without them, they leave the affair 
to their management.” Now that 
they urge this plea for declining 
their aſſiſtance in ſuch caſes with 
an ill grace, appears from hence, 
that they ſpend much more time in 
unprofitable company and amuſe- 
ment, than the public buſineſs re- 
quires ; and that, more frequently, 
than they are called to ſuch be- 
nevolent ſervices. Their general 
conduct ſhews that the true reaſon 
of 
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8. 1. CHRISTIAN ZEAL, 15 
of their backwardneſs to ſuch ſer- 
vices is, that there is nothing to be 
got by them: and they are averſe to 
= take any trouble upon themſelves, 
4 Bi which no immediate worldly ad- 
7 ann is to be acquired. So en- 
tirely are they attached to an earthly 
1 iateres that they will not practiſe 
q a little ſelf-denial to ſerve Chriſt 
and his church | This I apprehend, 
gh H is the principal caſe to which St. 
> Paul refers in the text. He could 
very ill ſpare Timothy, while his 
own ſphere of ſervice was ſo much 
contracted by his 1mpriſonment at 
Rome. But no one elſe had Zeal 
enough to ſubmit to the fatigue 
and expence of a journey to Phi- 
lippi, and encounter the troubles 
he might be likely to meet with 
there. Therefore, he was obliged: 
to part with Timothy. Again, 
they anſwer the character given in 
the text, 
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3. Who are 


hindered from ſeek. 
ing the things 


culties and diſe 


them, prep 
diſh 


5. 2. CHRISTIAN ZEAL 17 


done to promote it without courage 
and reſolution, and a determina- 
tion, like good ſoldiers of Jeſus 
= Chriſt, to endure hardneſs and re- 
3 proach for its ſake, But moſt 
profeſſing Chriſtians now, are too 
delicate to endure theſe, The very 
fear of them is a ſufficient diſcour- 
agement to their timid ſpirits, 
They ſay, there is a lion in the 
way : [I ſhall be ſlain in the ſtreets,” 
Sometimes they are afraid of being 
© envied by their neighbours for 

a right work.” They are more 
frequently afraid of being cenſured 
by them, if they ſhew any Zeal for 
religion. They are aſhamed to 
appear in its cauſe, tho” they ſhew 
no ſuch reluctance, where their 
own intereſt is concerned. Thus, 
for initance, they often hear oaths 
and curies; they ſee the ſabbath 
profaned, and by theſe crimes, the 
laws of Gop and our country are 
notori- 
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notoriouſly violated: yet they have rial! 
not piety, zeal and courage e. Wine) 
nough to call for juſtice upon ſuch chat 
peſts of ſociety, and bring upon Mbof 
them the penalties of the law, Maſflu 
They fear they ſhall be cenfured Hin 
as righteous-over-much, or as buſy be 
and impertinent; tho' they know cil 
that none will cenſure them but | 
the criminals themſelves, or others Ha 
who have as little regard to reli- ! 
gion, decency and our country, 1 
as they. The fear of man bring- , 
eth a ſnare,” and damps all their | 
Zeal. How often do we hear ſuch 
Pleas as theſe: I muſt keep up 
my credit in the town; 1 ſhould 
be glad to act, but I ſhall affront 
this or the other great man : I ſhall 
diſoblige ſuch a friend, or ſuch a 
cuſtomer.” They approve of a good 
deſign; and, if it ſhould meet with 
no oppoſition, they will fall in 9 
with it; but if it is oppoſed, eſpe- : 
cially 5 


"+ 
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ially by the rich and honourable, 
they will drop it. They preſume. 
that they ſhall be cenſured, as too 
E buſy and forward, as vain and 
aſſuming, if they exert themſelves 
in the cauſe of religion; or ſhall 
be laughed at as ſingular and pre- 
ciſe. They plead I have formerly 
been ill treated, or blamed for 
acting: and ſhould 1 meddle now, 
I ſhall get an ill name; therefore 
I -muſt be excuſed and leave the 
work to others.“ If ſach ſurmiſes 
were a ſufficient reaſon for declin- 
ing attempts to ſerve Chriſt and 

do good, his ſervice would be quite 
neglected and no good would be 

done, But it 1s obſervable, that 

the perſons, who lay the moſt ſtreſs 

on ſuch pleas and excuſes, ſeldam 

fear man, or mind what the world 

ſaith of them, while purſuing their 
own intereſt, They boldly puſn 

on their favourite ſchemes, thro? 
di- 
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„ thry {world is ſuch, that to attempt to 
ſerve it any way, one muſt have 
the conſtancy of a Martyr, and a 
reſolution to ſuffer for its ſake.“ + 
The zealous Chriſtian hath this 
conſtancy and reſolution, He is 
as bold as a lion ; feels the ſpirit 
of the ancient martyrs and confeſ- 
ſors, who loved not their lives 
to the death for the teſtimony of 
Jeſus,” and neither ſneers, nor re- 
proach, nor bonds, nor death move' 
him. Further, they prefer their 
own things to . thoſe of Chriſt, - 

4. Who reſent 1njuries and af- 
fronts to themſelves, more than thoſe 
which are offered to Chrift and 
religion. | 


Thus they ſeek their own honour 
more than Chriſt's. This appears 
in theſe inſtances. —They are angry 
at any contempt put upon them or 
their relations; any reflection upon 
their family, their conduct, their 

fur- 
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9. 1. J. CHRISTIAN ZEAL, 23 


? ProyiiſWffronting the majeſty of heaven, 
hey by ſwearing, curſing or taking his 
mnpt or name in vain, without any reſent- 
ment or with Only a flight reproof. 
If their own reputation is unjuſtly 
aſperſed, or even with ſome ap- 
pearance of reaſon, how doth their 
W wrath ariſe ! What pains are taken 
to vindicate themſelves, and trace 
the ſlander to its origin! And if 
they can fix it on any one, what 
deep implacable reſentment againſt 
him! But they are very little moved 
by the indignities and affronts of- 
fered to the Lord Jeſus; and can 
hear his name and religion blaſ- 
phemed without feeling any indig- 
nation or ſhewing any concern, 
Their own character, honour and 
reputation are to them, as the apple 
of their eye: the leaſt duſt irritates 
and pains it. But the reproaches of 
thoſe, who reproach Chriſt, affect 
them not.— Some who make a pro- 
6 Yeffion 
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8. I 3 
feſſiog, of religion aſſociate with, and 3 
ſpeak to, the profaneſt wretches, 
with as much reſpeR, eaſe and indif- 
'ference, as to the moſt righteous and 


24 - DiscoursEts on 


exemplary : and eſteem it a breach 


of politeneſs to make any diffe- 
rence in their behaviour to a faint 
and an abandoned profligate.- But 


in the eyes of a zealous Chriſtian, 


© a vile perſon is contemned, but he 
honours them who fear the Lord.“ 
He beholdeth the tranſgreſſors and 
is grieved.* He more quickly re- 
ſents and is longer affected with, 
the diſhonours thrown upon Chriſt 
and his religion, than any thrown 
upon himſelf. — Among thoſe who 
prefer their own things to the 
things of Chriſt, muſt be ranged 
the perſons, 

5. Who neglect the ſouls of 
thoſe, who are related to them or 
connected with them, while they 
take 


+ Pſalm xy. 4. 
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take great care of their bodily and 
temporal intereſt. 

A ſincere Zeal for Chriſt 40d 
love to man will ſhew themſelves, 
by our endeavours to promote the 
knowledge, holineſs and ſalvation 
of our relations and acquaintance. 
They therefore are very defective in 
chriſtian Zea and love, who care not 
for the ſouls of others : not even for 
thoſe, which are by providence com- 
mitted to their charge. There are ſo 
many melancholy inſtances of this, 
as to ſhew that the apoſtle's obſerva- 
tion in the text is remarkably true 
now. Moſt parents are much con- 
cerned for the health of their chi- 
dren; and that they may have ſome ; 
trade or calling, and may acquire 
ſuch accompliſhments, as will ena- 
ble them to make their way, and be 


or acceptable, in the world. But there 
e is no religion in their families; no 
e family 3 no pious inſtrac- 


tions; 
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tions; no prudent government; - no 3 
reltraints from that, which injures ö 
their ſouls, if it doth not injure their I 
health or fortune, Thus they ſeek | a 


their own credit and ſatisfaction. ; 


But did they ſeek the things of Chriſt, | 
they would be moiſt ſolicitous about | 


the /2u/s and the eternal intereſt of 


their children. Some, who read the 
ſcriptures and daily pray with their 
families, are not concerned perſo— 
nally to exhort and admoniſh their 
children and ſervants: they take bo 
care how they ſpend the ſabbath. If 
theſe do their duty to them, they are 


very little concerned whether they 


diſcharge their duty to Gop or not, 
So that ſeeking their own things is 
the predominant principle in their 
hearts..—T hey are civil and kind to 


their relations and neighbours ; but 


ſaſfer fin upon them, and are not jea- 
lous over them with a godly jealouſy. 
They can contentedly ſee them igno- 
| rant 
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rant, careleſs and vicious; and will 

not be at the expence of putting 

bibles and uſeful books into their 

hands, nor even give them a word 

of exhortation. They often ſpend 

whole afternoons and evenings with 

their friends and neighbours, with- 

out beginning or encouraging any 
ſerious diſcourſe ; without one word 
of Gon and Chriſt and religion. 
Thus they appear to ſeek their own 
convenience and pleaſure, but nor 
the ſalvation of others. They are 
perhaps charitable and generous, 
ready to pity and relieve the diſ- 
treſſed: but if they take no pains to 
inſtruc, edify and ſave their fouls, 
it is to be feared, that their charity 
is only ſeełing their own ; their own 
reputation and applauſe, or merely 
gratifying their compaſſionate ſen- 
ſations: and /e/f-/ove may be the 
ſource and end of all their liberality. 
Whereas the chief aim of the zealous 
C2 _ Chriſtian. 
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Chriſtian is to do good to the ſouls 
of others: and he can fay with the 
apoſtle, Even as I pleaſe all men in 
all things; not ſecking my own ͤ pro- 
fit, but the profit of zzany,. that they 
may be /aved.” + Further, may not 
they be charged with this ſelfiſh 
ſpirit, 


6. Who will do nothing or very 
little, to aſſiſt and encourage thoſe, 
who are ſeeking the things of Chriſt ? 

St. Paul often complains of the 
backwardneſs of his fellow-chri(- 
tians to countenance and encourage” 
him; and ſometimes of their ſhame- 
fully deſerting him and the glorious 
cauſe, in which he was engaged. 
Demas forſook him, thro' love. of 
the preſent world, and would not go, 
where the apoſtle would have hal 
him. When he was to appear be- 
fore the Roman. emperor and make 
his apology, no man food with him, 
but 


+ 1 Ccr-x, 33. 
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but all men forſooł him.*+ Some of 
his brethren in the miniftry would 
not accompany him in his travels 
or viſit particular places, thro' an 
inordinate love of their own profit, 
reputation or eaſe. And many in- 
ſtances of ſuch a diſpoſition are to 
be found among us. There are few, 
who have what St. Paul calls * a 
natural, genuine, hearty care? for 
the advancement of religion. I They 
will help their relations, friends 
and neighbours in their worldly af- 
fairs and intereſts, but decline giv- 
ing them any. countenance in a 
public- ſpirited deſign. It is the 
character of too many religious ſo- 
cieties, that they will do very lit- 
tle to encourage their miniſters. 
They will deny them a comforta— 
ble and honourable ſubſiſtence: or, 
if with equity and chearfulneſs they 
ſupport them, they will take no 
C 3 Pains 

＋ 2 Tim, iv, 10, 16, 1 Phil, ii. 20. 
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How few of either ſex reſemble 
thoſe pious women, of whom St. 
Paul ſpeaks with ſo much .honour 
and affection, as /abouring much in 
the Lord, f labouring with him in the 


and ability. If they ſee their bre- 
thren and friends ſhamefully remiſs 
in their attendance upon publick 


obedience to the goſpel, they thick 
it is nothing to them; nor will 
they give them the moſt diſtant 


is their Zeal and love! Vet at the 
ſame time they will probably riſe 
up in defence ,of their miniſter's 
character, if it be attacked, and 
ſhew any civility and kindneſs ty 
their remiſs brethren in their ſe— 
.cular concerns. Nay, it is to be 
feared, that they do not help their 
miniſters by their prayers for them; 

C4 or 


F 1 Cor, xvi, 12, FT Phil, iv. 3. Rom, xvi, 12. 


goſpel, | according to their ſphere | 


inſtitutions, or defective in their 


hint that they act wrong. So cold 
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Some of the perſons, to whom the 
apoſtle refers in the text, were good 
men, but they wanted Zeal. They 
had a ſincere concern for the honour 
of Chriſt, but would not purſue it 
thro' difficulties and dangers. Thus 
there are many now, of whom it 
cannot be ſaid, that they entirely 
neglect the things of Chriſt, yet they 
are lukewarm in their regard to 
them and will not exert themſelves. 
— Some perſons of fortune, for 
inſtance, contribute much lIcſs to 
works of piety and charity, than 
in reaſon they ſhould do; and are 
prone to blame others, without rea- 
ſon, for being imprudently gene- 
rous, becauſe it ſhames themſelves, 
— Some who have large families 
take care of the ſouls of their chil- 
dxen, but negle& the ſouls of their 
ſervants and workmen, over whom 
they have great influence. They 
might ſafely, and to good purpoſe, 

1 reprove 
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not give it, They ſometimes plead, 
that this would only be cafting pearl; 
before Swine ; never made 
the experiment. Some perſons, 
again, of good ſenſe 
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# Chriſtians, who are, in the main, 

& :calous for Chriſt, yet their Zeal 
| for their own things too often pre- 
ponderates. They are afraid of do- | 
ing too much, even for Jeſus; and ; 
they ſay of many things good 1n f 
themſelves, © they are more than is 
needful.“ There are many intervals 
of life in which they forget him. 3B 
They do not conſider this part of a 
his ſervice, as their daily buſineſs ; 

what ſhould be uppermoſt in their 
thoughts, and one end of all their 
actions. They do not ſtudy and con- 

trive for the things of Chriſt ſo care- 

fully and zealouſly as they ſhould,— 

I am to add, once more; another 

claſs of perſons, chargeable with 
ſeeking their own things more than 

thoſe of Chriſt, are they, . 


8. Who are more zealous for 

thoſe particular modes of faith and 

3 forms of worſhip, which diſtinguiſh, 
4 themſelves and their own party, 
7 & 6 than : 


| Disco 
than for the 
of chriſtian t 


uth and d 
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neither well directed nor well- 
founded. Some perſons are warm 
and eager in defending and propa- 
gating their own ſentiments on con- 
troverſial points: they cenſure and 
condemn all who do not hold theſe, 
and call them by ſome hard and 
opprobrious names : nor do they 
always ſpare thoſe of the ſame ſen- 
timents with themſelves, if they are 
not equally zealous for them. 'They 
eſteem all thoſe to be pious and 
godly, who are in their own way of 
thinking; tho? ſome of them tram- 
ple upon common probity and fide- 
lity, and diſcover much conceit, 
bitterneſs and ill temper : while they. 
entertain an unfavourable opinion of 
all others, be their characters ever ſo 
unblameable and their lives uſeful. 
Others confine their reſpect, affec- 
tion and encouragement to thoſe, 
who uſe, and are zealous for, their 
own diſtinguiſhing modes and acts 

of 
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tenance and applauſe, if he dwell 
upon their particular tenets and 
phraſes, and deliver them with noiſe 
and confidence. But were Paul, or 


| 4pollos, or Cephas, to preach with 


celeſtial wiſdom and eloquence, 
without uſing their favourite lan- 
ouage, he would meet with a cool 
reception, if he was not cenſured 
as unſound, and a ſtranger to the 
goſpel. I wiſh all of the ſacred order 
themſelves were free from this nar- 
row ſpirit, this unhallowed Zeal. 
But | fear ſome of them, like St. 
Paul's oppolers, © preach Chriſt, not 
ſincerely, but in prerence* of piety 
and Zeal ; even of ſtrife and con- 
tention,” to ſupport a party and 
bring an odium upon all, who 
are not connected with it. F They 
take pains to increaſe theſe un- 
chriſtian diſpoſitions in all under 
their influence; that, by prejudi- . 
cing them againſt other teachers, 


they 
T Phil. i. 25. 
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may be warmly attached to them - 
and, having engroſſed you to them- 
ſelves, they ſerve their own ambi- 
tions and worldly views at your 
experce. One would think, ſome 
could take no comfort in believing 
and preaching what they think to 
be true, and doing what they judge 
to be right, unleſs they can degrade 
and cenſure thoſe, who will not ſub- 
mit to their decifions ; or do not 
come up to their ſtandard of or!ho- 
doxy : F and unleſs they can have 
the pleaſure to know, that their bre- 
thren are expoſed to penalties and 
diſcouragements, for profeſſing and 
| preaching 


rr 
« doxy, nor jeer at the name; but only diſcloſe 
© the pretences of deviliſh Zeal in pious, or 
« ſeemingly pious men: the ſlanders of ſome of 
© theſe, and the bitter opprobrious ſpeeches of 
© others, have more effectually done the Devil's 
* ſervice, under the name of orthodoxy, and zeal 
for truth, than the malignant fcorners of god- 
© linefs,” Baxter's Nu, V. 4. p. 372. 6. 
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"Is directed, and terminates on thoſe 
orm. Iihings, which are peculiar to any 
heir party, it is not pure, chriſtian Zeal: 
2 95, for that is always accompanied with 
in. humility, candour and benevolence. 


Where lat prevails, the diſciple 
of the meek and charitable Saviour 
is not loſt in the bigotry of the ſelf- 
righteous Phariſee, nor the bitterneſs 
of the diſputer of this world. Ac- 
cordingly dt. James ſaith, If you 
have bitter enuying, or Zeal, as the 
word is, and ſtrife in your hearts, 
glory not: do not call this grace 
and religion, and the ſpirit of the 
goſpel, and Zeal for Goo; and lie 
not againſt the truth, in making 
pretenſions to them. {| 


In. 


Thus, 


— 


© againſt all invaders, The received notions, 
© however imfertant, we are more indifferent 
„c to, as the common field, or publick walks, 
© which lie open to every body. | 
Secd's F. Serm. for Dr, Waterland, 

1 James ii, 14. 
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For all ſeek their own, not the 
things which are Feſus Chrifs. 


N the preſent ſtate of human 
nature, there are imperfections 
in the graces of the beſt men. Every 
one hath his weak fide ; and there is 
ſome fin which gaftly beets him. But 
there is no virtue, in which good 
men are more generally defective, 
than in an holy active Zeal for the 
honour of Chriſt and the ſupport 
and advancement of true religion in 
the world about chem. Some of the 
flirſt profeſſors, yea and preachers, of 
the goſpel, were ſhamefully remiſs 
and defective herein. In theſe days 
of liberty and peace, we are in more 
danger of having eur love wax cold, 
than 


— — 


ſought, and requires and expects us 


the intereſt of religion and the ſal- 
vation of others. I propoſed to ſhew 


* 
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than in times of trouble and perſeſWgut t 
cution, We all need repeated exmen 
hortation on this ſubje& : and fai me. 
would I ſtir up your hearts, Brethren, chef 
and my own, to be more zealous fo; thei 
the welfare of the church of Chrigl of t 


and the holineſs and ſalvation of Þ the 
our fellow creatures. To this end, I pr 
endeavoured, in a former diſcourſe m 
from the text, to ſhew you what h 
multitudes need ſuch an admonition, t 
J obſerved that the apoſtle's expreſ. i 


fion means, that the generality ſought 
meir own things, their own ſafety, 
eaſe, wealth and reputation, 'more 
than the things of Chrift ; the things 
which he hath at heart; which he 


to ſeek ; that is, the glory of God, 


how, juſtly the obſervation in the 
text is applicable to the prefent ſtate 
of religion amongſt us, and pointed 

out 


od Pl 
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Perſeſout the principal inſtances, in which 
exſſmen ſeek their own things more than 

z ülftme things of Chriſt : and they were 
Wen, theſe — ſeeking the proſperity of 
= for their families more than the welfare 
urig of the Church being averſe to give 
2 of their time, money and labour to 
ad, [ promote the intereſt of their great 
urſe WW maſter — ſuffering themſelves to be 
der . hindered from focking ic by illicul: 


on. ties, which do not prevent their 
ef. ſeeking their own earthly intereſt— 
A. reſenting injuries and affronts offer- 
„ cd to themſelves, more than thoſe 
e which are offered to Chriſt and reli- 
gion. — This ſelfiſh ſpirit appears, in 


neglecting the ſouls of thoſe, Who 
umᷓare related to them or connected 
with them; while they ſhew a pro- 
per concern for their temporal and 
bodily intereſts —in a backwardnefs 
to aſſiſt and encourage thoſe, who 
are zealouſly ſeeking the things of 
Chriſt, — It likewide too much pre- 
vail 


* aa 


48 Dis couxsEs on 
vails in many who have ſome Zeal 
for his honour and intereſt, but not 

proportioned to their abilities and} 
opportunities — and it ſhews itſelf} 
by a greater zeal for thoſe modes oft 
faith and worſhip, which diſtinguiſh 
a party, than for the acknowledged | © 
eſſentials of chriſtian truth and duty, ÞM ® 
There is juſt reaſon to fear that fome ill 
or other of theſe particulars ſuit IM © 
many of us too well. And tho” I 
am perſuaded there are many excep- 
tions to the general application of 
the text, yet it muſt be allowed to 

be a friendly part to caution you 

againſt the errors, into which you 

may fall in this untoward genera- 

tion, as well as to admoniſh you of 
thoſe, into which you may have 
fallen. I now proceed, 


II. To lay before you, and urge 
upon you, ſome motives and argu- 
ments, in order to excite and main- 

2 IP 
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ſtain in you a greater Zeal for the 
things of Jeſus Chriſt, 


And here, I intreat you carefully 
to confider the following particulars 
— how great the dignity, excellen- 
cy and authority of Chriſt are—how 


| much more important his things are 


than your own — how many oppoſe 
or neglect them—how inconſiſtent it 


is with your profeſſion and engage- 


ments to neglect them — that you 
will moſt effectually ſeek your own 
things, by ſeeking his — and, as 
the moſt forcible argument to every 
grateful mind, confider, how dili- 
gently and earneſtly Chriſt ſought, 
and is ſtill ſeeking, your true, your 
beſt, intereſt, — Ariſe, O Lord, and 
plead thy own cauſe ; and let thy 
word be mighty to quicken our 
languid ſpirits, that we may glorify 
thy name! 

1. Let us conſider, how great the 
dignity, excellency and authority of 
Chriſt are, 


D Let 


and perplex his meaſures, when they 


FO DiscouRSEs on 8 2 


Let us conſider his dignity and 
rank. He is, by a generation which 
none can declare, the ſon of God; 
his only begotten ſon ; and there. 
fore ſuperior to all creatures both in 
earth and heaven. He is, by an 
union which can neither be explain- 
ed nor conceived, one with the Fa- 
ther; the brightneſs of his glory 
and the expreſs image of his perſon.” 
We have no words to denote greater 
ideas than. theſe, nor ean the mind 
of man raiſe itſelf to nobler concep- 
tions. His intereit therefore muſt be 
worthy our care. The affairs of a 
king, who rules over a great people, 
muſt be very important. We con- 
demn and reſent treaſon and diſloy- 
alty to our gracious ſovereign : nor 
can we think thoſe of his ſervants 
and ſubjects act a loyal and dutiful 
part, who embarraſs his government 


ought to join heartily to aſſiſt him. 
| To 
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glory of God in the ſalvation of 


66— 


To neglect the things of Chriſt is 
treaſon againſt his dignity, and ſhews 
great defect in our reverence for him 
and attachment to him — The ex- 
eellency of his character alſo renders 
lukewarmneſs highly blameable. 
He is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, 
as well as poſſeſſeth all the treaſures 
of wiſdom and knowledge. His 
meaſures are all wiſe, right and 
good. He doeth all things well, 
The happineſs of his ſubjects is the 
end of his adminiſtration, It is 
no perſonal gain to him, if we are 
ever ſo zealous, He requires us to 
be active, for the ſake of ourſelves 
and our fellow- ſervants. Let us 
conſider what he ſought, what he 
preferred, what he had at heart, 
what he laboured to promote above 
every thing elſe : and that was, the 


periſhing ſouls. This will ſhew, 
which way our Zeal ſhould operate, 
D 2 * "and 
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and will tend to excite and ſupport it. 
— Let us reflect further, how great 
his authority is; eſpecially over us. 
He is the king of kings and lord 
of lords. Gop hath highly exalted 
kim ; given him a name above every 
name; dominion over every crea- 
ture, and all power in heaven and in 
earth, Tho” his rank and authority 
are ſo high and great, yet he re. 
quires nothing of his ſubjects but 
what 1s reaſonable, fitting and be- 
neficial. He commands us to ſeek 
his things; to love one another; ta 
ſerve one another in love; to in- 
mruct, reprove, admoniſh and com- 
fort one another: not to ſeek our 
own wealth only, but the wealth of 
others; to look not on our own 
things only, but the things of others, 
and to be always zealouſly affected 
in a good thing, Many ſuch are his 
commands: and can we be chriſ- 
tians, his faithful feryants, his dati- 


"I 


h ir ſhew 
4 authority; 


: 2. Ho much more important 
his things Are than our OWN» . 
and inconſiderable 


How trifling 
are all our things compar 
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to have © the glory of your houſes 
increaſed.” But you know not who 
thall inherit your riches ; whether 
they ſhall be wiſe men or fo6ls, and 
uſe them as inſtruments of good or 
miſchief, You are ſeeking after a 
world, © the faſhion of which paſ- 
teth away.“ You are delighted or 
grieved with things, that are very 
fieeting. . You are fond perhaps cf 
being talked of and admired by men 
zor a few days. In a few years, all 
the wealth you have laid up may be 
iled, and your families may be ex- 
tinct; and in a few more, you and 
they may be quite forgotten. And 
are theſe concerns worth ſo much 
care and pains and anxiety, as you 
cmploy about them? — The things 
of Chriſt have this to recommend 
them ; that they are valuable and 
zlorious in themſelves, and will laſt 
tor ever. They relate to the preſent 
and eternal intereſt of rational, im- 
mortal 
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mortal ſpirits: to the ſupport of the 
church, on which the ſupport of re- 
ligion depends. The reputation of 
the goſpel in the ſight of the 1g- 
norant and the careleſs, depends, in 
ſome meaſure, upon the Zeal which 
profeſſors ſhew for it, and the pains 
they take to promote its honour and 
intereſt, You can ſcarcely convince 


others, that there is any thing im- 


portant and excellent in religion, 
except you ſhew a Zeal for it, pro- 
portioned to what you ſay of its 
importance, When the things of 
Chriſt are ſought and flouriſh, the 


good order and happineſs of ſociety 


is promoted. What mends the ſpirits 
of men, will mend families and na- 
tions, and ſecure domeſtic and pub- 
lick happineſs. You miſtake the true 
intereſt of your children and fami- 
lies, if you only ſeek your own 
things and theirs. Religion will be 
their greateſt glory and the only 
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foundation of peace and happineſs a 
to them. It is of infinitely more im- Ti 
portance that they be rich in faith Þ | 
and good works, than rich in this e 


world; that they be ſaved here- 
after, than that they be great and 
honourable here. Let it be carefully 
3 remembered that the things of Chriſt 
| relate to immortality, Let us rgfle& 
| upon the worth of ſouls ; that they 
are beings formed for eternity. Let 
us conſider the imminent danger 
| they are in of periſhing eternally, 
| and the immenſity of that happi- 
| neſs, which our Zeal may, thro” di- 
vine grace, prepare them for and 
lead them to. And can any thing 
better deſerve our Zeal, than to ſave 

ſouls from eternal death and hide a 

multitude of ſins : and to give them, 

and ſo give ourſelves, the higheſt 

joy, of which a rational mind is ca- 

pable? To do our part to keep re- 
ligion in countenance and enlarge 

and 


. 
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and frengthen the church and inte- 
reſt of Chriſt ; to leave a godly ſeed 


behind us, which ſhall ſupport reli- 


gion, when we are gone; ſurely theſe 
are much more important concerns 
than our ſecular intereſt. And when 
they come in competition, our ſub- 
itance, our eaſe, our reputation and 
even our lives, are to be chearfully 
given up.—The juſtice and force of 
this argument will further appear | 
from conſidering, what Chriſt him- 


ſelf did and ſuffered to anſwer this 


end : the defign and tendency of di- 


vine revelations, and all that Gop 


hath done to eſtabliſh the goſpel 


and ſupport the church. To which 


I may add, that thoſe earthly bleſ- 
ſings, which too many prefer to the 


things of Chriſt, were given them 


by providence with i, view, that 


they might draw their hearts to 


Gop, and promote in them a deep 


concern about better things, the ſal- 


D 5 vation 
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vation of their own fouls and the 
fouls of thoſe around them. They 
were given to make them more ex- 
tenſively uſeful, which very- much 
depends on the zeal and fervour of 
their ſpirits. How wrong is it then 


to pervert the bounties of provi- 


dence and ungratefully miſapply 
them about preſent things _ 
which are trifling and periſhing !— 
Let us conſider, 


3. How many oppoſe or negle& 
the concerns of Chriſt: 


What Zeal they ew in oppoſi- 


tion to them, or for other things of 
much leſs importance. This thought 
led St. Paul, in the context, to men- 


tion and applaud Timothy's Zeal : 
and the thought will have great 
weight with every pious, generous 
mind. —— Satan hath always been, 


and ſtill is, oppoſing the things of 


C hritt, He hindered the apoſtles in 
their 
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their work, excited perſecution a- 


QA. 


gainſt them, and fomented difſention 
* and ſlander. He is ſtill trying all 
4 his cunning, malicious arts to raiſe 

perſecution and ſtrife apainſt zea- 
f lous chriſtians ; to put them under 
5 an ill name and bring a reproach 
| upon their Zeal, He ſeeks the ſpread 


of ignorance, vice and miſery with 
unwearied pains. Theſe are his own 
things: and he 1s eagerly and con- 
ſtantly zealous for them. He inceſ- 
ſantly * goeth about as a roaring lion, 

. ſeeking whom he may devour. Him 
therefore, let us reſiſt, ſtedfaſt in the 
faith,” and labour to counterwork his 
malicious defigns. — All the awzcted 
in general oppoſe the things of 
Chriſt : and under this character, 
] fear we muſt range many of the 
rich, honourable and learned, who 
have great influence over others, 
There is a ſecret enmity to Gop 
and godlineſs in every carnal heart. 
D 6 Many 
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Many are not ſatisfied that their 

own diſorderly lives ſhould oppoſe 
the intereſt of Chriſt, but they at- 
tempt to corrupt the principles and 
morals of all about them, and lead 
= | them to make light of Chriſt and 
oeſpiſe or diſobey his goſpel. They 
= | ridicule thoſe who are ſober and 
_  fcrious: They have a particular 
= | ſpight againft thoſe who are active 
= 2nd zealous; and they think they 


* tmew their wit, when they deride, 
8 g | what they call, the heroic paſſion of 
—_— ſaving fouls. And O! what dread- 
ful, eager, unwearied Zeal do they 


+. ſhew to debaſe, enſlave and ruin 
* them]! They take counſel together 


againſt the Lord and his anointed ; 
ſtrengthen one anothers hands, and 
labour to keep vice in countenance. 
They bluſh not at their irregulari- 
ties : they are ſeldom afraid or a- 
ſhamed to avow their wickedneſs, or 
of attempts to make others the chil- 


dren 
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eir dren of hell like themſelves. | How' 
oſe diligent, chearful and indefatigable al 
at- are they in the impious ſervice! nl 
nd | They labour and toil ; diſoblige and mn 
ad grieve all their real friends; ven- j 

nd ture upon danger and diſgrace; ruin i 

ey their fortunes and health, and die 
ne martyrs to fin and Iuſt ; while the 9 
ar friends of religion are lazy, ſuke- We 
e warm and cowardly. The Zeal of Z 
y theſe ſinners, yea the Zeal of the 

, men of the world, who are not ſo 

7 abandoned, ſhould fhame our indo- 

- lence. This is a double argument 

. and motive. We ſhould be more zea- 

| lous, becauſe they are ſo wicked; 

. that we may counterwork and de- 


feat their miſchievous deſigns : and 
their Zeal in a bad cauſe, ſhould. 
quicken ours in a good one. Their 
undaunted reſolution and induſtry 
ſhould ſhame us out of our coldneſs 
and inconſtancy.— Recollect further, 
that the corruptions and imperfec- 

| | tions 
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tions of our own hearts oppoſe the 
things of Chriſt. We have a party 
within us againſt him. The fleſh 
luſteth againſt che ſpirit.“ We are 
ready to make the neglects of others 


an excuſe for our own, and *© becauſe 


iniquity abounds, our love waxeth 
cold.* A conſciouſneſs of our own 
defects and imperfections damps our 
ardour. Therefore we have need 
both to guard and rouſe our ſpirits, 
and ſtrive to keep them actiue in the 
ſervice of Chriſt, — Reflect likewiſe, 
how many, who, we hope, are ſin- 
cere Chriſtians, too much neglect the 
things of Chriſt. How much reaſon 
is there for the complaint in the 
text! Chriſt's profeſſed ſervants, his 
people, yea his miniſters too, are 
apt to trifle, and their works are 
not found led up before Gop.“ + 
They are warm and active in other 
things, but cold and languid here. 
Conſider how zealous many good. 


: men 
+ Rev. ili. 2. 


8. 2. 


men are for little things ; for inmpor- 
tant nothings. It may truly be ſaid 
of ſome objects of their Zeal, that 
they are »of the things of Chriſt : of 
others, that they are the /za/ of his 
things ; of little value and weight 
in his religion. What Zeal do they 
ſhew for particular phraſes, forms 
and ceremonies, for human ſtandards 
and traditions, and for party-diſ- 
tinctions! What Zeal for doctrines, 
confeſſedly myflerious and unintel- 
ligible, and about which wiſe and 
good men in every age have differ- 
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ed; and which therefore undoubted- 


ly are not effential to religion and 
ſalvation ! What Zeal and pains to 
be at the head of a party, or conſi- 
derable in it, or to make proſelytes 
to it! While there hath been very 
little Zeal for the Indiſputables; for 
holineſs and uſefulneſs of life, and 
conformity to the rules of the goſ- 
pel, How violent, fiery and bitter 


hath 
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hath the former Zeal been; and 
what dreadful effects hath it pro- 
duced in the church]! But how lit- 
tle is ſeen of that © wiſdom which is 
from above, which is pure, peace- 
able, gentle, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and with- 
out hypocriſy!” Now, the more op- 
poſition is made to Chriſt's cauſe, 
and the more negligence we obſerve 
in them who profeſs to eſpouſe it, 
and the more we ſee of an ignorant, 
unhallowed, miſchievous Zeal—the 


more ſolicitous we ſhould be to ſeek 
the things of Chriſt, It ſhould ſtir 


us up to do ſo much the more, in 
order to make up the Jack of ſervice 
in others, who have ability for it 
and are under the ſtrongeſt obligati- 
ons to it. In ſuch a ſtate of things, 
there is room and reaſon for the ut- 
moſt efforts of the friends of Chriſt 
and religion ; for all of them, accor- 
ding to their reſpective ſtations, cir- 
cumſtances 
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cumſtances and connections, to exert 
themſelves. Let us further conſider, 


4. How inconſiſtent it is with our 
profeſſion, obligations and engage- 
ments to neglect the things of Chriſt. 


I might here urge the obligations 
you are under as nen; upon the 


common principles of humanity and 


benevolence. * If you have any love 
to your families, as parents and maſ- 
ters ; if you have any love to others, 
as men and members of ſociety; any 
concern for their comfort and hap- 
pineſs, it ſhould ſhew itſelf by ſeek- 


ing their eternal welfare ; for they 


are all immortal creatures. To neg- 
le& this ſhews great inhumanity, 
as well as a ſtupid inſenſibility of 
your obligations and duties, as par- 
takers of the ſame human nature, — 
You profeſs yourſelves chri/fians, and 
this ſtrengthens the obligation. You 
call Chriſt maſter and Lord; and ſo 

he 
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he is. Now, what is the duty of ſer- 
vants, but with diligence and fide- 
lity to ſeek their maſter's intereſt, 
and to conſult the honour and proſ- 
perity of his family? You expect 
this from your ſervants: and doth 
not Chriſt expect the ſame from 
you ? If he be a maſter, where is his 
honour and fear? — Conſider the 
matter in another light. You have. 


der of your faith and the captain of 
ſalvation, You profeſs thereby to 
eſpouſe his cauſe, oppoſe his ene- 
mies and promote the intereſt of his 
kingdom.: And will you not be faith- 
1 ful to him, who hath called you to 
| | be ſoldiers? You have entered his 
1 ſervice as voluntzers, have engaged 
1 in this good warfare, and {worn fi- 
| delity to your divine leader. But I 


* . 8 
= lifted under his banner, as the lea- 

| 

| 


ll touched upon this thought under a 


' former head, when I was urging 
| Chriſt's autbority over us. This 
argument 
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argument ought to have peculiar 
weight with thoſe, who have joined 


themſelves, by ſome publick ſolemn 
act, to a chriſtian church. Chriſt 


hath, directed his diſciples to form 
themſelves into ſacred ſocieties, for 


their mutual edification and comfort. 
He that is joined to any particular 
church and continues in the fellow- 
ſhip of it, in breaking of bread, or 
receiving the Lord's ſupper, and in 
prayers, is not only obliged to ſeek 
the general good of Chhriſt's king- | 


dom, but to conſult the honour and 


intereſt of zhat church, to which he 
is united, in particular. He is, with 


ſpecial attention and diligence, to 
ſeek the good bf that religious com- 
munity, to which he ſtands related. 
This view of chriſtian churches and 
the obligations of their members, 15 


both ſcriptural and very important. 


But I fear it is not conſidered, 


but very much forgotten; elſe there 
would 
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* would appear in us more Zeal for 
4 tha honour and welfare of the parti. 


_ cular ſocieties, to which we belong.+ 

— I would add further, that they 
who bear any particular office in a 
church of Chriſt, whether paſtors, 
teachers or deacons; or have under- 
taken to manage any of its tempo- 
ral concerns, as wardens, overſeer 
or truſtees, or by what ever name 
they are called ; ſuch perſons are 
under peculiar obligations to ſeek 
the things of Chriſt, chearfully to 
give their time, thought and labour 
to ſerve that particular church, If 
they neglect their duty herein, they 
are guilty of hypocriſy and treachery 
in undertaking the office and the 
truſt, You would juſtly blame a 
friend, who neglected any important 
affair, with which you had, by his 
own conſent, entruſted him. You 
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would juſtly blame an executor or 


guardian, who did not diſcharge the 

truſt, which he had voluntarily un- 

dertaken. Apply the thought to 

yourſelves ; and you will ſoon ſee, 

that you cannot be indifferent to the 

things of Chriſt ; that you cannot 

neglect the concerns of his religion 
in general, nor thoſe of the Church to 
which you are related, without deal- 
ing deceitfully, incurring the blame 
of your fellow-chriſtians, and being 
expoſed to the diſpleaſure of your 
Lord, with whom you do, in effect, 
prevaricate. Shew yourſelves there- 
fore honeſt men and faithful chriſti- 
ans, by being zealqus for the Lord 
Jeſus. — Let us likewiſe conſider, 


5. We ſhall moſt effectually ſeek 
our own things, by ſeeking the 
things of Chriſt. 


It will be for your honour and 
every way for your advantage, both 
for this and the future world, if you 
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are zealous. — It will be for your ger 
honour. You perhaps neglect thufh me 
duty thro' fear of man. You are] cor 
aſhamed to diſtinguiſh yourſelf in a of 
good work, leſt you ſhould be cen. ſh jet 
ſured or laughed at. But do not th. 
your conſciences tell you, that it i; ho 
your duty not to be moved by the th 
cenſures and ridicule of men ; when ye 
you are fully perſuaded in your o. fe 
minds, that the cauſe which you'eſ- D 
pouſe is good? Do not reaſon and b 
ſcripture concur to ſhew you, that | . 
Gop requires this Zeal from you; s 
that he will be pleaſed with your 14 
exerting it, and that he will put ho- 
nour upon you ? Is it not deſcribed | 


in ſcripture as the characteriſtick of 
the worſt times, that men ſhall be 
lovers of themſelves; and of good 
men in ſuch times, that they are 
« zealous for the Lord of hoſts ?* None | 
but fools, and they who fit in the 
ſeat of the ſcornful, will cenſure and 
dE, deride 
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deride you : by all wiſe and good 
men you will be had in honour, Yea 


ſome, that may openly make a jeſt 


of you, will ſecretly eſteem you. But 
let it be ſufficient for you to reflect, 
that Gop hath deelared, them that 
honour me I will honour;* + and 
that Chriſt, the judge, whoſe things 
you ſeek, will confeſs your name be- 
fore his father and the holy angels,” t 
By this Zeal, you will reſemble the 
bleſſed Gor, who is good to all and 


continually worketh for the happi- 


neſs of the creation. You will re- 
{-mble our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
for our ſalvation came down from 
heaven, and lived and died for our 
good. — Conſider further, that your 
temporal intereſt will be promoted by 


your pious zeal. You judge other- 


wiſe perhaps, as many do. But this 
is thro' want of faith. For if there 


be any truth mn the word of Goo, 


| you 
f Mark viii. 38. 


T I Sam, Il, 30. 
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you muſt be miſtaken. * Godlineſs 


hath the promiſe of the life that a0 


15, as well as that which 1s to come.“ 


Your circumſtances will never be 
really injured by prudent charity, 
What is contributed to the ſupport 
of religion is eſpecially leut to tlie 
Lord, and he will certainly repay it. 
He will bleſs the ſubſtar.ce of the 
zealous chriſtian. Whereas he often 
blaſts the labours and ſubſtance of 
thoſe, who, like the Jews 1n the pro- 
phet Haggai's days, ſuffer his houſe 
to lie waſte, while they ſpend freely, 
and perhaps extravagantly, in adorn- 
ing their own houſes. If they ſhould 
proſper in the world, their bleſſings 
are curſed, and anguiſh and ſorrow 
of heart attend their favourite en- 
joyments. By pious Zeal you will 
entail a bleſſing on your families. 
A juſt man who walks in his inte- 
grity' and ſeeks the glory of Chriſt 
and his church, may be aſſured, fro 


the 
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the divine promiſe, that his children 
will be bleſſed after him.” + Let your 
conduct then be directed by the rule 
of Chriſt and your hearts animated - 
by his promiſes: * Seek ye firſt the 
kingdom of Go . and his righteouſ- 
neſs, and all needful bleflings for 
this world ſhall be added to you:“ f 


whereas with-holding more than is «3 
en meet tendeth to poverty, and the 
if penurious man taketh the ready way 1 
„ to impoveriſh himſelf or his chil- mi 
/ dren — But to be zealous for Chriſt 1X 
7, will undoubtedly ſecure the proſperity 
2 of your ſouls. Solomon's obſervation 
d is true with regard to the intereſt of 
8 the ſoul, as well as the concerns 
A of earth, The liberal ſoul ſhall be 
A made fat, and he that watereth, that 
! relieves and refreſhes others, ſhall be 


watered alſo himſelf,” Y The mer- 

ciful man, as he alſo obſerves, doeth 

| IP =” good 
Þ+ Prov, xx. 7. 4 Mat, vi. 20. 

& Prov, xi, 25. 5 
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good to his own foal.” * It hath 


been ſaid, that * ſelf-love and ſocial | 
are the ſame.* This is the caſe in ip 


the duty we have been conſidering. ” 
As you increaſe in holineſs, you will a 


find ſo much peace and comfort in 
it, as will excite you to promote it * 
in others: and in proportion to the : 
pains you take in this benevolent f 
work, your own graces will flouriſh, 1 
For the common principle will be | 
 ſrergthened, which leads you to 

ſeek your own happineſs and theirs, 

You have alſo reafon to expect pe- 

culiar help and confolation from the 

ſpirit of Gop, while you are work- 

ing with him for the edification of 
others. — In order to enforce this 

duty, let me further remind you, 

that the time is coming and may be 

near, when you mutt die, And what 

ſort of reflections will give you moit 
eomfort in Janguiſhing ſickneſs and 

5 dying 


® Prov. xi. 17. 


principally ſeeking your own things 
br the things of Chrift ? That you 


| you had ſpent all your Zeal abour 


gion: - After death, there is the 


8. 2. CuRISTIAM ZEAL, 1 
dying moments ? That you had been 


had been laying up treaſures upon 
earth or treaſures in heaven? That 


the world and your families, or your 
chief Zeal about the intereſt of reli- 


judgment, and you muſt all appear 
before the judgment ſeat of Chrit. 
Enquiry will then be made, what 
you did for him and his cauſe, while 
in this world. And is it not deſira- 
ble to be able to give a good ac- 
count of our fidelity and Zeal? Gop 
will plentifully reward his active 
ſervants. © They that turn many to 
righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the ſtars 
for ever and ever.“ Nay, © Gop is 
not unrighteous to forget any work 
and labour of love for the honour of 
his name.“ — © Even a cup of cold 
water given to a diſciple, ſhall not 

2 © loſe 
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loſe its reward.“ Chriſt will eſtimate 
and repay what we have done for his 
churches and brethren, as if done t 

himſelf. Have we no concern then 
how we ſhall ſtand in the judgment? 
No concern for our own eternal ſafe- 
ty and joy? Have we loſt ſelf-love, 
as well as love to man:? Shall we deſ- 
piſe the honours and rewards which 
our Loxd hath promiſed, and prefer” 


: the fading trifles of earth before 


them? Let our drouſy ſouls be awa- 
kened by ſuch a motive as this, to 
be * fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 
Lord.” 

Take a review now of theſe argu- 
ments in their connection. Conſider 
the dignity and authority of Chriſt— 
the ſuperior importance of his con- 
cerns — how ſhamefully his intereſt 
is oppoſed and neglected in the world 
— how inconſiſtent it is with our 
profeſſion, obligations and engage- 
ments to neglect it — and how 10Ju- 
rious 


\ 
9 
* 
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rious to our own honour, profperity 
and happineſs both in this, and the 
future world. — The other motive, 
taken from the grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt to us, with the appli- 
cation of the ſubject, muſt be conſi- 
dered hereafter. I conclude this 
diſcourſe with thoſe encouraging 
and delightful words of the pro- 
phet Malachi, concerning ſome, who 
ſhewed a faithful and active Zeal 
for the ſupport of religion 1n a very 
lukewarm and degenerate age. The 
Lord hearkened and heard: and a 
book of remembrance was written 
before him for them. And they ſhall 
be mine, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, in 
that day when I make up my jewels, 
and I will ſpare them, as a man 
ſpareth his own ſon that ſerveth 
WM: - 
F. ni. 16, 175 
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bet l 
3 | Am once more to recommend the 
. unto you and urge upon you, pe 
= of Brethren, a pious, active Zeal for the pr 
5 intereſt of Chriſt and the advance- th 
0 . ment of religion. There is no rea- b 
0 ſon to complain, in the general, x 
.Y of the want of active Zeal in the { 
1 world; but unfortunately it termi- 1 


nates upon objects of the leaſt im- 
portance to human happineſs. Men 
are uſually moſt zealous, where they 
ſhould be leaſt ſo; where modera- 
tion and indifference would be eom- 
mendable ; and leaſt zealous, where 
lukewarmneſs and indifference are 
criminal and ſhameful. Or, in the 

language 
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language of the text, « they ſeek 
their OWN things, their eaſe, ſafety, 
wealth and reputation, « more than 
the things of Chriſt; * the honour 
of God, the ſupport of religion and 
the ſalvation of immortal ſouls. — 1 
have largely ſhewen you, that the 
obſervation in the text is true of 
the preſent age - that it appears in 
perſons being more intent upon the 
proſperity of cheir own families, 
than of the church of Chriſt — their 
being backward to devote a due 
proportion of their labour, time and 
ſubſtance to the ſervice of Chriſt — 
their being hindered from ſecking 
his things» b difficulües and diſcou- 


ragements» which very little affect 


more than thoſe, that are offered to 
the Lord Jeſus — in their neglecting 


the ſouls of others, While they are 
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concerned for their bodily intereſts 
in their backwardneſs to aſſiſt and 
encourage thofe, who are ſeeking 
the things of Chriſt—1n not exerting 
a Zeal for his intereſt, proportioned 
to their abilities and opportunities 
and in being more zealous for par- 
ticular modes of faith and forms of 
worſhip, than the eſſentials of chriſ- 
tian truth and duty. In order to 
guard you againſt thefe evils, and 
excite you to be more zealous for 
your Redeemer und your fe: low chrif- 
tians, 1 urged various conſiderations 
and motives — particularly, Chriſt's 
great and inconceivable dignity, the 
excellency of his character and his 
authority over you —T repreſented 
to you how much more important 
Chriſt's things are than your own, 
as they relate to the ſoul and eter- 
nity—l ſhewed you, what oppoſition 
is made to the intereſt of Chriſt, by 
Satan, by all wicked men and by 
the 
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the corruptions of our on hearts; 


and how very zealous the enemies 


of Chriſt are in this oppoſition — I 
pointed out to you, how negligent 
even his friends are in ſeeking his 
things, while they are zealous, too 


zealous, for things of little or no im- 


portance in religion endeavoured 
to convince you, how inconſiſtent 
lukewarmneſs and indifference are 
with our relation to one another as 
men; our profeſſion and engage- 
ments as chriſtians, and our union 
with a particular chriſtian church, 


eſpecially if we have undertaken any 
office or truſt for its benefit I then 
ſhewed, how much it would be for 


your honour, your preſent intereſt 


and comfort, your peace in death 


and your future eternal glory, to 
ſeck the things of Chriſt, that ſe]f- 
love may concur with ſocial to ani- 
mate you to it —I am now to. add 
another motive to excite and ſupport 


— your 
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your Zeal, which is ſo important and 
ſo forcible, that I was willing to give 
it a larger conſideration, than I could 
in the laſt diſcourſe ; and that is, 


6. Conſider how diligently and ear- 
neſtly the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſought, 
and is ſtill ſeeking, your intereſt. 


Let me intreat you, firſt, to reflect 
what a kind, affectionate, zealons 
concern he hath already ſhewn for 
your beſt, your eternal intereſt. — 
That you may have a right appre- 
henſion of this, it is neteſſary ſeri- 
ouſly to reflect, how much we want- 


ed his friendly concern and gracious 


interpoſition for us. I need not prove 


at large, what you ſo well know, and 


are, and muſt be, often reminded of, 
that we were fallen and departed 
from God ; had loſt our purity and 


innocence, and were, by our ſins, 
expoſed to the everlaſting condem- 


nation of the righteous governor and 


judge. 


- 
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judge of the world. Neither human 
nor angelick wiſdom could contrive 
means to reſcue us from this deplo- 
rable ſtate. The infinite wiſdom 
and love of Gop our father formed 
a ſcheme to deliver us. The ſon of 
Gop chearfully undertook the work 
and with amazing reſolution com- 
pleated it. When he came on this 
errand, he put on righteouſneſs as 
his breaſt-plate and was clad with 
Zeal, as with a cloke.” + Conſider 
what a ſeries of labours, abaſement 
and ſufferings, he went thro? in ſeek- 
ing our things. He emptied himſelf, 
left the heavenly world; refigned for 
a while his own things, the glory he 
had with the father before. the foun- 
dation of the world, and dwelt in 
mortal fleſh, When he was upon 
earth, he © pleaſed not himſelf,” 1 he 
ſought not his own eaſe, wealth and 
honour ; but voluntarily ſubmitted to 

E 6 labour 


＋ Iſa, lix, 17, 18. 7 Rom, xv. 3+ 
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labour and toil, hunger and thirſt, 
ſhame and reproach ; to pain of body 
and anguiſh of ſpirit ; and-at length 


to death in its moſt terrible form: 


And all this, that he might promote 


our intereſt, We are diſcouraged by 


fear of man, of reproach, or even 
banter. But remember how he was 
treated for our ſake, He was blaſ- 
phemed, reviled and evil ſpoken of.. 
*'They that ſat in the gate,” the great 
men, rulers and judges, * ſpake a- 
gainſt him, and he was the ſong of 


the drunkards,* + Yet he endured 


the contradiction of ſinners againſt 
himſelf, and went boldly on, facing 
the malice and rage of hell, Who 
could be worſe uſed than he was? 
Which of his ſervants ever ſuffered 
more ? Yet Zeal for the glory of 
Gor and the ſalvation of men fired 
his heart. All this he did and ſuffer- 
ed, and much more, for our ſervice. 
and benefit. Now is it not reaſona- 


| ble 
+ Pſalm Ixix, 22. 
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ble that we ſhould make him the 
beſt returns in our power? And what 
doth he expect, but that we love him 
and keep his commandments: that 


we love our brethren for his ſake; 


and eſpecially remember this com- 
mand, to ſeek the things of others, 
and promote their holineſs and ſal- 


vation? He hath a cauſe and inte- 


reſt on earth, which he expects us 
to eſpouſe. There is nothing dearer 


to him than this; for he ſhed his 
blood to further it. He requires us, 


from a principle of gratitude, to do 


what we can to promote it. Let us. 


ſeriouſly and frequently reflect, that 


the end of his incarnation, preach- 


ing, ſufferings, death, reſurrection, 


aſcenfion and interceſſion, 1s to ad- 
vance our beſt intereſt. And ſhall we 
have no concern about his ? May he 


not ſay to the lukewarm chriſtian, 
O trifler, did I do all this for thee, 
and haſt thou no heart to ſerve me ? 


» 


Haſt 


. 
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Haſt thou neither money, nor time, 
nor 3 tongue, to employ 
for me? Obſerve how the apoſtle 
ſtates this argument in the begin- 
ning of the chapter where our text 
is. Look not every man on his own 
things, but every man alſo on the 
things of others: Let this mind 
be in you, which alſo was in Chriſt 
Jeſus: who being in the form of 
Gor,” when he appeared to the pa- 


not eager to retain that likeneſs,” 
did not covet to appear in a divine 
form, after his incarnation, + but 
made himſelf of no reputation,” emp- 
tied himſelf of bis original glory, 
* and took upon him the form of a 
ſervant :* Yea humbled himſelf ſtill 
lower, by becoming * obedient to 
death, even the death of the croſs.” 
Now did he thus empty and humble 
himſelf, that we might be indifferent 

| to 


+ See Biſhop Sherlect's ſerm. V. iv. p. 26. — 
Marſpall's ferm. V. i. S. 13. p. 308. 


triarchs and prophets of old, was 
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to his name and honour ? Did he 
come down to earth, live and die for 
the ſalvation of men, that we may 
be unconcerned whether they are 
ſaved or not? How contradiQory to 

all his love and works, his warfare 
and ſufferings, 1s our lukewarmneſs 
in his ways ? What contempt doth it 
put upon his goſpel, his blood and 
grace, as if we looked upon them all, 
as unneceſſary, unimportant things, 
and were to do nothing to advance 
his kind deſigns ? But this is not 
all, Let us conſider further — that 
he is fill ſeehing our things. He is 
gone into heaven, ſeated at the right 
hand of Gop, and made head and 
lord of all. But he 1s not unmindful 
of our concerns there. He pleads his 
blood before the throne of God, and 
maketh continual interceſſion for us, 
He governs the world for our good ; 
ſupports the goſpel and the church 
upon earth, for our ſakes. In the 
courſe of his providence he continu- 
| eth 
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eth a ſucceſſion of chriſtian miniſters. 
He ſends down his ſpirit to work 
upon our Janguid hearts, and add 
efficacy to thoſe ordinances, which 
he hath appointed to keep alive our 
love and Zeal. His ſupper is parti- 
cularly inſtituted with this view ; 
that, by remembering his dying love 
and the Zeal he ſhewed for us, we 


might be excited to be zcalous for. 


him, Whenever we attend that or- 


. dinance, this thought ſhould poſleſs 


our minds, that it is a freſh call, 
motive and obligation to ſeek the 
things of Chriſt. In ſhort, it is de- 
ſcribed, as the great end, for which 
* Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that he 
might purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
people, zealous of good wworks,” + So 
that by neglecting his ſervice and 


intereſt, we demonſtrate ourſelves to 


be unworthy of redemption, and in 
effect defeat the very end of Chritt's 


2 | under- 
＋ Titus 17, 14. 
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undertaking. Surely, my Brethren, 
if we more cloſely and frequently 
meditated on the love of Chrift, we 
could not be ſo cold and indifferent 
= to his things as we are. Our hearts 
would burn within us, to do as much 
as poſſible for him and his cauſe, 
who hath done, and is ſtill doing, 
ſo much for us. And if any ſhould 
> cenſure us as too zealous, or caſt a 
reflection upon us, as they did upon 
St. Paul, we ſhould think it ſufficient © 
to make the ſame apology for it, as 
he did. The love of Chriſt con- 
ſtraineth us, while we thus judge, 
that if one died for all then were 
all dead: and that he died for all, 
that they which live, ſhould not 
henceforth live unto themſelves, but 
unto him, which died for them and 
roſe again.” + = | 
Thus, after many other arguments 
eo excite and maintain your chriſſian 
Zeal, 


\ Ws 


+ 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 


and Zeal, 


90 Discovrsts on 8. 3 


Zeal, I have urged upon you, as the 
molt forcible, the affection, diligence 
with which our adorable 
Redeemer ſought and is ſtill ſeeking 


our things. — What remains of the 


ſubject is ſome reflections and exhor- 


tations founded upon it. 
APPLICATION. 


1. Since there is ſo much reaſon 
to make the complaint in the text, 
let us deeply lament this ſhameful 
neglect in ourſelves and others, 


t. Paul could not mention the 
Zeal of Timothy, in the preceding 


verſe, without exprefling, in the text, 


his great concern and grief, that it 
was ſo uncommon ; that there were 
none equally active; nay, few really 
zealous. Almolt all the reſt were felf- 
ſeekers. And have not we reaſon for 
ſuch a lamentation ? Take a view 
firſt of the new teſtament. Obſerve 
carefully, 
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carefully, what love to men, and 
zeal for their ſalvation, Chriſt bim- 
ſelf ſhewed. Obſerve how exactly 

the apoſtles trod in his ſteps, and, 

like him, went about doing good, 
unmoved by reproaches and jeſts, by 
bonds, aflitions and death. Ob- 
ſerve, what love and Zeal, what ac- 

tivity and reſolution, the goſpel re- 
quires of us. When you have con- 
fidered theſe things, then reflect on 
the ſtate of the world about us, 

Think how many, inſtead of ſerving 
Chriſt, reject and ridicule his goſpel : 
how many who profeſs to believe 
it, provoke and inſult its divine ag 

thor by their irregularities; and how 
many, of more decent characters, 
have no Zeal but for their own 


things, How few, very few, ſeem to 


have any concern for the ſalvation 
of others! Where are the private 
chriſtians, I had almoſt ſaid, where 
are the miniſters, whoſe hearts glow 

with 
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92 
with this ſacred diſpoſition, and ex. 
ert their utmoſt to ſeek the intereſt 
of Chriſt ? They ſeek their owneeaſe, 
wealth and honour ; they ſeek their 


gain from their quarter ; and their 
ambition in theſe points 1s ſeldom 


| Discounsts on 8. z. 


Jatished. But they will do no more 


for Chriſt, than what they think 
they cannot decently and without 
cenſure omit, This 1s alas! too evi. 
dent. We cannot but ſee it: and 
ought it not to be lamented? Doth 
it not ſhew a great want of Zeal in 
ourſelves, that, while we ſee it, we 


do not lament it ? that our hearts 


axe not more affected with it, and 
that we do not more deeply bewail 
it before Gop? How unlike are we 
to David, who ſaith, © My Zeal hath 
conſumed me, becauſe my enemies 
have forgotten thy words? How 
unlike are we to our divine maſter, 
of whom it was ſaid in prophecy, 

| ">" | The 


* Pſalm cxix, 139, 
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The Zeal of thine houſe hath eaten 
ne up, conſumed my very vitals, and 
the reproaches of them, that reproa- 
ched thee, have fallen upon me,” and 
have affected me more than thoſe 
thrown upon myſelf? |} But you 
muſt excuſe me, Brethren, if 1 apply 
the reflection to ourſelves ; otherwiſe 
I ſhould be chargeable with the very 
fault mentioned in the text. As to 
myſelf, I do thus publickly and ſo- 
lemnly acknowledge my own faults 
in this reſpect; and earneſtly pray, 
and deſire the help of your prayers, 
that God would forgive me. And, 
as one method of amending them, 
would endeavour to promote your 


humiliation and penitence before 


Gop. Can it be ſaid of you, that 
you ſincerely and zealouſly ſeek the 
things of Chriſt ? What you do in 
the religious care and private in- 


ſtruction of your own families, what 


paäains 
t Palm lxix. 9, „ ii, 17. Rom. xv, 3. 
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pains you take to ſave the ſouls o 
your children and ſervants, a mini. 
ſter can hardly be a ſufficient judge. 
But if any of you neglect daily fa. 
mily worſhip, you are undoubtedly, 
and groſsly, deficient in your Leal, 
If there be any real concern in you 
for the ſalvation of others, as I would 
hope there is, I fear it is very weak, 


languid and confined ; for an active 


Zeal cannot be hid. Are you all, ef. 
pecially heads of families and thoſe 
of fortune and influence, daily con- 
triving and Jabouring for the intereſt 
of Chriſt? Do you go beyond the 
narrow limits of your families, and 
exert yourſelves in exhorting and ad- 


beginning 


and encouraging religious diſcourſe 
in every company, where you pru- 
dently can? Do you ſpeak kindly 
to the pooreſt, who regularly attend 
publick worſhip, and endeavour to 
animate them ? Do you ſtudy to help 
and 
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and encourage your miniſters in their 
ſacred work? | ſee and hear very 
little of this fpirit, but much of a 
general lukewarmneſs and indiffe- 
rence. Excuſe my freedom, Brethren. 
Our Lord Jeſas Chriſt will be more 
free with you in a little time: and 
it becomes you immediately and ſe- 
riouſly to confider, how you will 
anſwer his awful enquiries. Care- 
fully obſerve, how he expreſſeth 
himſelf concerning thoſe churches, 
whoſe character this was. Of the 
church of Ephe/us ; nevertheleſs, tho? 
thou haſt ſeveral good qualities, I 
have ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe 
thou haſt left thy firſt love. Remem- 
ber therefore from whence thou art 
fallen and repent and do the firſt 
works; or elſe I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will remove thy candle- 
{tick out of his place, except thou 


repent,” f This was alſo the caſe of 
the 


* Rev, U, 4, 7. 
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HO the church of Laodicea, to which he diſtit 
= ſaith, I know thy works, that thou tage 


. a 


A 4 art neither cold nor hot. So then I incr 
= becauſe thou art lukewarm, and nei- | our 

A ther cold nor hot, I will caſt thee | aw? 
= out of my mouth with deteſtation.'+ Þ] to 
= | They thought themſelves * rich, and J im! 
= | increaſed in goods and that they I the 
_ needed nothing ;* that they were a J an' 
| =_ 1 very reſpectable ſociety and an ho- to 
* 4 43 nour to chriſtianity : but there may I «a 
_ be, as there was in them, much © fr. 
= j 17 lukewarmneſs and ſpiritual poverty, at 
Ad where there is much ſpicitual pride, ti 


lf 1 h | The head of the church, whoſe eyes 10 

| are as a flame of fire, cannot be de- 1 

| ceived. Let us diligently obſerve, t 

I what is ſo plainly ſuggeſted in theſe 1 

| I 'awful threatnings, that if a luke- 4 

| warm and indifferent ſpirit prevaileth 
in chriſtian churches, their great 
Lord will be much diſpleaſed, and 
nber, are in danger of loſing their 
diſtin- 
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/ 
diſtinguiſhing privileges and advan- 
tages. If this ſpirit continues and 
increaſes among us, we ſhall provoke 
our neglected, affronted Lord to take 
away his goſpel from us, and give jc 
to a people, who will make a better 
improvement of it. He may ſuffar 
the errors and corruptions of Popery, 
and all its ſanguinary terrors, again 


to overſpread cur land. Or he may 


take away the influences of his ſpirit 
from our churches: then they will be 
as a dead carcaſe without an anima- 
ting ſoul ; the means of grace will 
loſe their effect; the power which 
religious principles, and eſpecially 
the fear of Gop, have over the 


minds of men, will be loſt: and thus : 


our country will ſoon become a ſcene 


of confuſion and deſolation. Let us 


therefore © not be high-minded but 
fear, and know in this our day, the 
things that belong to our peace.” Let 
us, with godly ſorrow, bewail- the 
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coldneſs of others and eſpecially our 
own. This will help to keep our 
hearts humble and tender, and fo in- 
creaſe our activity for the future. 


2. Let us ſeriouſly conſider, how 
we may do Chrutt more ſervice, than 
we have hitherto done; and ſet our- 
ſelves vigorouſly about it. 


Let me addreſs you, as Chriſt doth 

the Church of Sardis, Be watchful 
and ſtrengthen the things that re- 
main and are ready to die; for I have 
not found thy works perfe# before 
Go»y.* + Conſider the importance of 
the things of Chriſt, and the vaſt dif- 
ference between things ſeen and un- 
ſeen, temporal and eternal. Carefy!- 
ly eſtimate your capacities, circum- 
ſtances and influence over others. 
Take a frequent and ſerious view of 
your /lations and connections in life; 
of your children, ſervants, werkmen; 
of thoſe who are dependent upon 


— you; 
Rev. iii. 2. 
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you; of your neighbours, Who are 
under various obligations to you; of 
your friends, with whom you can be 
free. Reflect, that all of them are 
immortal creatures, to whom you 
are capable of being uſeful. Shew 
your Zeal for Chriſt and love to 
them, by reproving, exhorting, or 
encouraging, as their circumſtances 
require; by giving or lending them 
aſeful books, and by praying for 
them. Conſider your /abſtauce, and 
what you ought in conſcience to de- 
vote to the ſervice of Chriſt and the 
ſupport of religion. Be defirous and 
thankful, that proper objects and 
ſervices ſhould be recommended to 
you ; and labour after more of the 
temper of a religious tradeſman, 
who eſteemed thoſe, that came to 
him te collect for pious and chari- 
table uſes, more welcome, than if 
they had been ſome of his beſt cuſ- 
tomers.*'F When you diftribute your 
Ez, Charity, 

+ Barret's life, p. 291. 
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DiscouxskEs on 8. 3, 
charity, drop a word of exhortation 
to the receivers, to fear Gop and 
work out their own ſalvation : then 
it will be likely to be well taken 
a have a good effect. — Watch for 
occaſions and opportunities to intro- 
duce ſome /erious diſcourſe in your 
friendly viſits. Conſider how much 
time is ſpent in them, and let it not 
all be wafted in impertinence. They, 


who fear the Lord, ſhould often ſpeak ' 


one to another, upon the moſt' im- 
portant ſubjects; and the lips of 
the righteous ſhould feed many.“ + 
There are ſome affecting circum- 
ſtances in life, in which a hint of ex- 
hcrtation will have peculiar weight; 
as when any remarkable providence, 
either merciful or afffictive, intereſts 
the hearts of your friends and their 
families: then it will be a word in 
ſeaſon. Thus endeavour by your 
Zeal to quicken others. — Let aged 
Chriſtians be, very watchful, that 

they 
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they do not loſe their Zeal, but con- 
tinue to ſpeak of God's loving kind- 
neſs, and be teachers of good things, 
to this generation. Let not che 
Young ſay, that Zeal better becomes 
the old: but jet them employ their 
vigorous and ſprightl) powers in the 
ſervice of Chriſt, and ſhame the in- 
golence of their ſeniors.— Let not 


thoſe in low ations and circumſtan- 
and weakneſs, a5 an excuſe for luke- 


Chriſt in their narrow ſphere. In- 


plameable diſpoſition. Every one 


do ſomething 1 nis own eircle, 
aſt in his 


1c 2 DiscouRsEs on 8 3. 


How. much miſchief one ſingle, ob- 
{cure perſon ſometimes doth ? Or, in 
the language of Solomon, how much 
good one ſinner deltroys?” f Have 
you never obſerved, nor read, what 
good, extenſive and laſting effects 
have been produced by the labours 
of ſingle perſons ; and ſome too, no 
way eminent for learning or addreſs? 
This ſhould excite every good man 
to attempt to be uſeſul. And when 
he is cbeying the divine command, 
and bath Gos for his helper, he 
may, and will, do much more gocd 
than he imagines. No doubt but Gap 
will give him /me ſucceſs : and the 
little leaven of religion, which he 
endeavours to mingle in the maſs of 
mankind, may ſpread wider than he 
expected. In ſhort, that more good 
is not done, is owing chiefly to this, 
that more is not attempted to be 
done. It is good therefore to be 
alaudys zealouſly affected in a good 
| thing 


1 Eccl, ix. 18. 
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thing or cauſe. F But remember 
that, while yon are endeavouring de 
reform and edify others, the utmolſt 
care muſt be taken, that your own 
condutt doth not contradict your ex- 


aide you, that 
de defeated, nor J good evil ſpo- 
ken of. But let me ſolemnly caution 
you, againſt thoſe falſe notions of 
prudence» which prevail in this luke- 
warm age, and lead many do confine 
their Zeal to their own families, it 
indeed they mew any in them. There 

b : 


A is 
+ Gal, iv. 18. = 1 Mat. V. 16. 
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is a pretended diſcretion, which hath 
almoſt baniſhed religious Zeal from 
the world, So many rules are pre- 
icribed by ſome, or thought needful 
by others, about time and place, and 
the manner of addreſs and manage- 
ment, that ſcarce any good can be 
done. This or the other counſel muſt 
not be adminiſtered, nor the guilty 


feriouſly admoriſhed, leſt they be of- 


tenacd, or ſeem to be reflected upon; 
or the rules of ſaſhion and politeneſs 
violated. Thus great and neceſſary 
duties are omitted, and the commands 
of Gop's word ſet aſide thro” fear of 
man. A raſh, imprudent behaviour 


is indeed criminal, and. defeats in- 


tended good, But many things are 
1029 called imprudent, which are fit 


and laudable. Therefore let delibe- 


rate conſideration, the word of Gop 
and Zeal for Chriſt, fir determine 
what is right and ought to be done; 
and then let. prudence be called in 
10 
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to attain the end. But let not luke- 
1 warmneſs put on the garb of diſcre- 


N tion, leſt it thruſt zealous religion out 
U of our ſocieties, families and hearts. 
d It is our duty to be bold and reſolute 
< in the cauſe of Gop, that we may 


. not be put out of countenance by 
ſcorners, and that thoſe, who are 1 
better diſpoſed, may ſee that we are 1 
in earneſt. And, what a great dea! 
of good might each of us do, if we | 
had a true Zeal for Chriſt! How 
many cccaſions and opportunities 
are put into our hands every day, 
which, if we were aQtuated by this 
principle, would render us faithful 
ſervants of Chriſt, and great bene-- 
factors to mankind, whatever are our 
ſtations and circumſtances in life! 

Yet how many, eſpecially of the po- 
lite world and of the higher ranks, 
are complaining, that they want 
ſomething to do, at leaſt ſhew, that 
time hangs heavy on their hands? 


£3 6 Ley 
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* Let them (ſaith a very zealous 
* preacher) but love Chriſt and 
„ ſpend their whole time in his 
« ſervice, and they will find no dull, 

n melancholy hours. Want of this 
is the chief cauſe of indolence and 
* vapours. If they would riſe and 
be doing for Jeſus Chriſt, they 
would not complain of the want of 
« ſpirits.” * Rouſe yourſelves then, 
my brethren : ſeriouſly conſider, e- 
very morning, what you can do for 
Chriſt and your fellow- chriſtians 
thro' the day. —Aſk your own hearts 
every evening, what you have done 
for him and them. — Give no occa- 
ſion to thoſe, who {ſerve not the Lord 
Jeſ us, but their own worldly intereſt, 


to ſay, * Surely religion is no ſuch, 


deſii able thing; nor ſo neceſſary ; ; Of 
they who pretend to it, would be 
more aQive and earneſt to bring 


others to embrace it.“ Let us be 
PE « ſtedfaſt, 


of 7. Weſley. 
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ſtedfaſt, unmoveable and always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.” 


3. Let us efteem, aſſiſt, and pray 
for, all thoſe who are ſeeking the 
things of Jeſus Chriſt, | 


You will obſerve with how much 
reſpe& and affection St. Paul ſpeaks 
of Timothy, juſt before the text, I 
have no man like-minded, who will 
naturally care for your ſtate.* Thus 
he would recommend him to the 
eſteem and love of the Philippians. 
When he afterwards mentions Epa— 
phroditus, another faithful and zea- 
lous fellow-labourer, he commands 
them to © receive him in the Lord 
with all gladneſs, and to hold /uc/ 
pious active men in reputation.” f 
And truly, honouring ſuch perſons 
is doing a great deal to ſupport the 
intereſt of Chriſt, Let us therefore 
cheriſh and expreſs an eſteem for all 
F 6 „ 


2 29. 
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that appear to have the cauſe of re- Bat 
ligion at heart and are zealous to ers, 
ſupport it, All miniſters of this cha- alw 
racter ought to be * efteemed very de 
highly in love for their work's a 
ſake ;* eſpecially thoſe who give up a 
ſecular advantages to ſerve their bre- N. 
thren in their moſt important con- 3 
cerns, and are endeavouring upright- - 


ly and vigorouſly to do it. To neg- 
lect them, not to aſſiſt and encou- 
rage them, 1s ungrateful, unkind 
and even cruel, If any miniſters 
(whether they are of our own perſna- 
ſton or no, matters not) ſeem intent 
on advancing the cauſe of Chriſt and 
the welfare of others, let us be very 
cautious how we behave towards 
them. They may be guilty of ſome 
imprudencies: they may hold ſome 
peculiar, injudicious ſentiments, or 
have a tincture of enthuſiaſm. They 
may not have ſo good a judgment or 
clear mannerof expreſſion, as others. 


But 
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But if they appear to be actuated by 
good principles, (which we ſhould 


always ſuppoſe, unleſs there be evi- 
dent reaſon to the contrary ;) if they 


attempt to promote the great end and 
delign of chriſtianity and make men 


wiſe and holy, it is our duty not 
. to ſpeak evil of them, but to cover 
their imperfeQtions ; and to pray 
that Gop would direct their Zeal in 
a more prudent manner, It is very 
obſervable, that cenſures upon ſuch 
men are generally, and molt readily, 
paſſed by thoſe who have no Zeal 
themſelves. And it is to be feared, 

that it is their Seriou/ne/5 and Zeal, 
and not their weakneſſes, which diſ- 
pleaſe their lukewarm brethren and 
open the mouth of cenſure and ridi- 
cule. If this be not the caſe, why do 
not the men of learning, judgment 
and prudence, egua//y exert them- 
ſelves to do good ? Why do they 


not preach the word like men in 
earneſt ; 
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earneſt; be inſtant in ſeaſon and out 
of ſeaſon, teaching publickly and 
from houſe to houſe, as St. Paul 
did, and requires them to do; and 
thus out-do the perſons, whom they 


blame, in their own way ? Let us not 


allow ourſelves to cenſure or deſpiſe 
any man, who appears to be anima- 
ted by Zeal for Chriſt and to mean 
well in his endeavours, * To his own 
maſter he ſtands or falls.“ If upon 
due conſideration, we do not think 
it our duty to encourage him, let us 
not hinder him. But when we ſee 
any regularly and judiciouſly zca- 
lous for the things of Chriſt, it is 
undoubtedly our duty to aſſiſt them 
and ftrengthen their hands. Per- 
haps by attempting this, their ſupe- 
rior Zeal may quicken us, and our 
ſuperior prudence may direct them.-- 
Further, it is our duty daily and ear- 
neſtly to pray for all thoſe, whether 
in publick or private ftatioas, who 
are 
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are ſeeking the things of Chriſt; 
particularly miniſters, inſtructors of 
youth and heads of families, that 
Gop would aflit and proſper their 
pious labours. Thus, as St. Paul ex- 
prefleth it, we may * help rogether 
by our prayers to Gop for them. + 
Such interceſſion for others will diſ- 
ſpoſe xs to be zealous, that we may 
not act an hypocritical part, and 
pray for that, which we will not at- 
tempt to forward. The apoſtle John, 
ſpeaking of ſome, that went forth 
to preach the goſpel, ſaith, © We 
ought to receive ſuch,” give them 
all the countenance and aſſiſtance in 
our power, that we might be l- 
low- helpers to the truth.“ f—Finally, 
let us learn from the whole, 

4. How much we need the ſpirit 
and grace of Chriſt to quicken our 
Zeal and activity. 

It appears from what hath been 
ſaid, that we need it at all times; 
1 els 
7 Cor, i. 17. { 3 Ep. John 8. | 
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eſpecially at ſuch a time as this, 
when love is grown cold; when ſo 
many oppoſe the cauſe of Chriſt, 
and ſo many negleQ it; and when 
there is, I fear, an habitual diſincli- 
nation in our hearts to do any thing 
for it. How much do we need enh- 
vening, quickening grace, when 
there are ſo many inſtances of indo- 
lence in perſons well-qualified for 
uſefulneſs ; and when there 1s ſuch a 
propenſity in ſome of them to cen- 
ſure and deſpiſe thoſe, * whole Zeal 
is a reproach and whoſe lives are a 
{candal to them!“ + We, my bre- 
thren, are I hope forming ſome 
good reſolutions to ſeek the things of 
Chriſt. more earneſtly and to watch 
againſt the contagion of ill exam- 
ples. But let us form theſe reſolu- 
tions 1n a humble dependence upon 
divine grace and with fervent pray- 


ers for it; elſe they will come to no- 
thing. To ſhgw the neceſſity of this, 
c bſerve 
T Lord Halifux's character of Biſhop Burna. 
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obſerve the conduct of the apoſtles, 


before and after the aſcenſion of 


Chriſt: thence it plainly appears 
what divine influences can do. Be- 
fore it, they were all ſeeking their 
own things, contending who ſhould 


be greateſt and enjoy the chief poſts. 
of honour and profit in that tempo» 


ral kingdom, which they ſuppoſed 
their maſter was about to eſtabliſh. 
But after the deſcent of the ſpirit 
upon them, when they received lar- 


ger communications of his enlight- 


ening and ſanctifying influences, as 
well as of his extraordinary gifts, 
they ſought nothing but the things 
of Chriſt. They declined no labours 
nor ſufferings for his ſake, but re- 
joiced that they were counted wor- 
thy to ſuffer ſhame, reproach and 
death in his cauſe. Let us therefore 
pray, that the influences of this 


ſpirit may be communicated to us 
and. to all around us : that theſe may 


preſerve 


AGLAST e n 
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Dis couRsks on 


114 


ling circumſtances, 


the moſt delightful proſpects. 


＋ Rome xiv. To 8. 


8. 5 
preſerve us from that inordinate ſelf- 
love and thoſe mean, and temporal 
views, Which eat out the heart of 
godlineſs and zeal; and may fo in- 
vigorate our ſpirits, that we may be 
able to ſay with St. Paul, concern- 
ing himſelf and fellow - chriſtians, 
None of us liveth to himſelf, and 
no man dieth unto himſelf. For 
whether we live, we live unto the 
Lord, and whether we die, we die 
unto the Lord : Whether we live 
therefore or die, we are theLord's.%+ 
— Let thoſe, who are in any degree 
zealous for the Lord, be careful that 
they do not leave their firſt love, 
and grow cold amidſt ſo many chil- 
The habitual 
exerciſe of this grace will keep it 
lively, fill the heart with the moſt 
pleaiing ſenſations and open upon it 


The 


grace of Chrift will be communica- 
ted to every one, who ſincerely ſeeks 


it ; 


* 
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it; and will be ſufficient to main- 
tain the ardor of his ſpirit and make 
his pious efforts proſperous.— But if 
our zeal be ever ſo warm, regular 
and corſtant, and the good effects 
of it ever ſo many and extenfive, 
Jet us ſtill remember, that, when we 
have done all that is commanded, 
we are unprofitable ſervants“ We 
ſhall find a thouſand defects and im- 
perfections to lament, and be hum+ 
bled for, before Gop. We muſt ſtill 
ſay, as the piovs and zealous Arch- 
biſhop Uſer did, in his dying mo- 
ments, Lord, forgive me all my 
ſins, eſpecially my fins of omi/ron.” 
V\ hile the recollection of our Zeal 
for the cauſe of Chriſt lays a juſt 
foundation for comfort and hope in 
our latter end, we {ſhall mention it 
before Gop, with the modeſty and 
humility of Nehemiah, Thu! he was 
a moſt actire, zealous, uſeful man 
in promoting the civil and religious 

| intereſts 
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intereſts of 7/-ael, yet he thus prays, 
Remember me, O my Gop, for 


good, and wipe not out my good 


deeds, that I have done for the houſe 


of my Gop and for the offices there- 
of ; and ſpare me according to the 
greatneſs of thy mercy.” * ,Thus 
humble muſt we be, and fix our de- 
pendence on the merits and media- 


tion of our moſt righteous, benevo-, 
lent and adorable Redeemer, for the 


acceptance and reward of our beſt 
ſervices, 
member, for our encouragement, 
the aſſurance, which the apoſtle gives 


us, that *Gop is not unrighteous to 


forget our work and labour of love, 
which we ſhew towards his name, in 
miniſtring to the ſaints;' f eſpecially 
ſerving them in their eternal con- 
cerns. But this thought I have al- 
ready urged ; and would now only 
remind you, that by ſeeking the 


things of Chriſt in the manner re- 


1 [NE it com- 
© Nch. Vii, 14, 22. 1 Heb vi. 10, 


Nevertheleſs, let us re- 
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commended, we ſhall be training up 
for the ſociety of ſaints and angels 
above, who are all ardour, zeal and 
activity in the ſervice of Chriſt and 
one another. May the father of our 
ſpirits fill them with love and Zeal 
and fiir them up to continued acti- 
vity ! Thro' his ſacred powerful in- 
fluences, may we daily ſtudy, con- 
trive and labour, to promote the ho- 
nour of our divine maſter and the 
intereſt of his religion. And what- 
ever difficulties and diſcouragements 
ariſe before us, may-we manifeſt the 
ſame firm and heroic temper, that 
St. Paul did, when he ſaid, * Bonds 
and afflictions await me. Bat none of 


theſe things move me, neither count 
I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I 


may finih my courſe with joy, and 
the miniſtry which I have received 
of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſ· 


pel of the grace of God. | Amen, 


t As xx, 24. 
THE END 
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